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INTRODUCTION. 
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“OME of the principal debates of the pre- 
1» fent . lion of Congrefs, with fone there- 


on, appeared a few weeks ago, wl der the Title 


? 9 

L ’ a ’ 7. if 
e A Pp ro {pect from tne + O! 1eTel s-G 'y : publilh- 
< d by ; Mi Th mas Br: idford. The favourabl re- 


cepti n Pp that work led me to undertake that 


which I now offer to the public. My plan, how- 
ever, being altered, for reafons with which I am 
going to acquaint the reader, it became neceflary 
to alter the title alfo. 
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No one, who has been an aitei 
the violent and dangerous atte: mph, wl hich have 
been made, and are ftill making, again{t the Fede- 
ral Conftitution,and confeque ntly againit the peace, 
profperity and :. npinefs of our country, can have 
tailed to nerecive, thet they es ad their rife in the de- 


ception, which has been fo induftrioufly circul 
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iv INTRODUCTION . 


The fource of this delufion it is not difficult to 
difcover : we have it continually before our eyes. I 
mean the public papers, and I fpeak with a very few 
exceptions. 


The general government adopted the mott effec. 
tual meafures for facilitating the conveyance of in- 
formation to every quarter of the Union, at the 
lealt pofhible ex wanee. Hence fubfcribers to papers 
were found in abundance, and the editors, ftniing 
off numerous impreflions, were, of courfe, ena- 
bled to furnifh them at alow price. The intention 
of the government, as exprefied by the Prefident 
himfelf, was certainly the moft beneficent, that of 
{preading true information and uj2ful knowledge 
among all clafles of the community. But what has 
been the confequence? Exaétly the contrary. The 
French Revolution burft forth like a vulcano, and 
its devouring lava reached even us. The editors, 
perceiving the partiality of the noft numerous clafs 
of their fubfcribers for this revolution, and all the 
novel and wild principles it has given rife to, have 
been feduced, by the love of gain, to flatter that 
partiality by extolling thofe principles, at the ex- 
pence of every thing, “their own private intereft ex- 
cepted. ‘Their papers, which twarm like fummer 
flies, are become the vehicles of falfehood in place 
of truth, of ignorance in place of knowledze. Like 
the tenebrificous ftars, mentioned by a celebrated 
auihor, they thed darknefs in place of light. 


A. veil has been carefully drawn over the dif 


treiles and horrors refu! ing from the anarchical 
ivitem of France; or, when this could not be done, 
when the euitors have feared to Be anticipated by 
their fellow-labourers, they heve endeavoured to 
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INTRODUCTION. v 


have been held up to deteftation, or, at leaft, as 
an awful leffon to ourfelves. Every one, even of 
the moft deftructive and impious atts of that pre- 
tended republic, has been trumpeted forth as the 
effect of a liberal and enlightened policy ; while no 
infinuation, no fabtilty, no , audacious falfehood, has 
been left uneffayed to thwart all the meafures of 
our own mild and wife government, to disfigure its 


principles, and fever it from the affections of the 
people. 


To countervail the malignant efforts of thefe 
retailers has ever been my with; and, sor it 
will not be thought prefumption in me, if I be- 
lieve that the trifles from my pen, which the public 
have honcured with their peruial, have, in fome 
flight des gree, had the defired effect. But, alas, 
what can a ftraggling pamphlet, neceflarily confined 
to a fingle fubject, do againit a hundred thoufand 
volumes of mifceilaneous malfehood in folio ! or 
fheets, if extended, would more than cover the fur- 
face of our country. 


In oppofing a literary monfter like this, 1 am 
aware that a Porcupine, with all his ae 7 5, Can ne- 
ver hope for complete lucceis: but, nothing can be 
accomplilhed without being begyn: I hope to call 
up abler hands to my aid: to me, it will be a fuf- 


ficient honeur to have led the wav. 


This I fhall attempt, in a monthly work, of the 
fame bulk and price as the one which is here fub- 
mitted to the public. In this work I fhali take a re- 
vik Ww of the olj iC i tran acts ms ol the p i{t mont h; 


rive an account of every democratic trick, whe- 


ft 

ther of pative growth or imported froim adroad; 
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uhravel thc Wihtddily of ime pietehued patriots, 
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vi INTRODUCTION 


and more particularly thofe of the flour-merchants ; 

and I truft, I fhall be enabled to give, monthly, a 
ketch of political affairs more fatisfactory, becaufe 
more correct, than has ever yet appeared in this 
country. ‘Thefe will be the leading objects ; but 
t thall exclude nothing, not entirely foreign to the 
nature of the work, that may contribute to the 


ufe or amufement of my readers. 


anc fo x that very reafon the Cen/for fhall not. As 
long as people read, fo long fhall I write ; and, 
when the Bookfeller advertifes me that the work 
lies on his fhelf, it will be a very good hint for me 
to draw in my quills. 


The news-papers are fupported by fubfcription, 
}? 


Here, then, begins a dcllum eternum between 
he fabricating Quid-Nunes and me.—There is my 
glnve, gentlemen ; take it up as foon as you will. 
You well know that your abule will infinitely re- 
dound to my honour; and therefore, to filence 
me, by rendering my work fterile and mapaserstiing, 
you are reduced to the cruel nec eflity of telling the 
truth. 


( fhould think it neceflary to offer an apology 
jor having prefixed the title of Cen/for to the pre- 
fent Number ; but the reader will at once perceive; 
that itis now aflumed for the fake of uniformity, 
as applicable to the future contents of the work, 
and not to the remarks on the 
h i fheuld be very iorry to 
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HE Reader will pleafe to recollect, that, in 

the Pro/pect from the Congre/s Gallery, | brought 
down the proceedings in the Houfe of Reprefenta- 
tives to the sth of January, the memorable day of 
the exhibition of the French Flag. _I fhould not 
now have thought of returning to the fame fubject, 
had I not been led to it by an attack on the Prefi- 
dent, in the anarchical Aurora of Philadelphia. 


One would have thought, that giving this flag a 
place among the Archives of the United States, 
would have been conferring honour enough on it ; 
but nothing would content the French- Americans, 
who write in the paper I have juft mentioned, fhort 
of its being hoifted in the Congrefs C hambér. as a 
trophy of the victory of French influence. They 
cite ws the example of the Convention. But, let 
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them fay under what circumftances, and with what 
motive our flag was granted a con{picuous place in 
their hall, It was difhonoured by being fwung up, 
gibbeted up, by the fide of the flag of regenerated 
Geneva ; a {tate in which the Convention had efta- 
blithed their fyftem of pillage and murder, and 
which they treated as a conquered country, rather 
than as an independent ally. ‘To add to our humili- 
ation, a duplicate, as I may call it, of our flag was 
fent to Geneva, and there exhibited in the Con- 
vention of a poor little degraded nation of thirty 
thoufand bodies, I will not call them fouls. This 
was faying to the Genevefe: See, you are not the 
only people who have thrown themfelves on our 
protecting power, and fenty us a pledge of their 
fubmiffion to our principles. 


Thus, by the indifcretion (to give it the mildeft 
term) of our Ambaflador, have we been degraded 
in the eyes of even Italians, and expofed to the 
gibes of the little fcandalizing circles of the leaft 
refpectable ‘people in Europe: and, in return for 
this crueP'infult, Wwe aré called‘upon to diftinguifh 
the flag of the Convention with a place in the pub- 
lic’ fittings of-our’ legiflature, and by this act ac- 
Knowledge’ otrfelves the fupple tools of our in- 
fulters !~-This is modern patrigtifin. 


, 


6.464442? > > > Oe 


DEBATE ON THE APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE 
MINT. 


Fonuary 19th. 


Mr. Williams, agreeably to notice before given, mov- 
ed ‘zo Srike out of the Appropriation Bill ail the grofs Jum, 
approp riated jv the offi ers of the ‘Mint. 
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Mr. Srpcwick (from Maffachufetts} thought that the 
eourfe which the gentleman is purfuing, has never been 
adopted before. It is incorrect to difcufs the merits of 
the mint in pafling this bill. We might as well take up 
the falary of the chief juftice, or any other article in the 
bill, as the mint. We never would have done at this 
rate. We are now only to vote for the bill, as agreeably 
to the laws already made. Mr. Sedgwick faid that if the 
gentleman from New-York (Mr. Williams) would bring 
torward any propofition for the regulation, or even the 
abolition of the eftablifhment of the mint, if it could be 
proved productive of public benefit, he, with every other 
gentleman, would give him their aid to effect the objet ; 
but that now, he conceived, it: could not regularly be 
brought forward. He thought an appropriation bill 
fhould be conformed exaétly to the ftate of the public en- 
gagements, and that where eftablifhments had been form- 
ed and falaries provided, the amount of them fhould be 
the principle of calculating the amount of appropriations ; 
and the Houfe ought not, by witholding sppropriations, 
to break in upon and deftroy eftablifhments formed by the 
whole legiflature. That thefe obfervations had hitherto 
been fanctioned by the practice on this fubject. He ob- 
ferved, that if the Houfe was to inveftigate, in the dif- 
cuflion of an appropriation bill, the amount of falaries 
and the legal eftablifhments of government, the public 
fervice would be dangeroufly deftroyed. He remarked, 
that it was to be obferved, that no appropriation was 
made for any purpofe fince the commencement of the 


year. 


Mr. Gatratin (from Geneva) rofe to ftate a general 
principle which he thought it of importance to lay down 
on this oecafion; left the decifion on the prefent queftion 
grounded on a different principle, fhould on fome future 
occafion be brought forward. The — was, that 
this Ho muife has a right by wi ithalding appropiaticns wh ben thes 

his he faid 
was plainly to be inferred from the practice of the Houte, 
in their pafling annually an appropriation law—He 
ferved, that in one inftance the Houfe had departed fro 
that principle. In refpeét to the paymert of the inte 
en the public debt, for the fupport of the public credit, 
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the Houfe had thought it neceflary to give up that right. 
lf this principle is not juft, it would be beft to make a 
permanent provifion at once. 


Mr. Sepewrex faid that he had certainly no, intention te 
have given occafionto the obfervations which had been made, 
but as the general principle which he had laid down, had 
been denied, and as it had fome relation either intimate 
or remote to the fubjeét before the committee, he would 
take the liberty to repeat the principle, and to fay a few 
words in fupport of it. 


The principle, then, which he had affumed. was, that 
when legal eftablifhments were made, it was the duty of 
the legiflature to make appropriations conformably to the 
public engagements; and that neither branch had a right 
to withhold its aflent—He obferved that the whole legif- 
Jature, and not a part, were competent to form contracts, 
and to eftablifh, and alter compenfations and falaries. 
‘Che legiflature, and not either branch of it, had the pow- 
er of exprefling the public will, and pledging the public 
faith: that when a falary is afcertained, the public faith 
is pledged that it fhali be paid, according to the ftipulati- 
on; and that therefore the public credit is involved in 
making the neceff::y appropriations, without which it 
could not be paid. ile afked if in fuch cafe it was com- 
petent to the Houfe rightfully to withhold the means ne- 
ceflary for the performance of the public engagements ! 


He faid he had always fuppofed that the power of the 
Houfe, in the cafe of appropriations, did not give a pow- 
er to yield or withhold affent on fuch a fubject. He be- 
lieved in every fuch inftance the exercife of difcretion was 
reftrained; to illuftrate his ideas, he could mention a 
fimilar inftance. ‘The conftitution had declared, that the 
Prefident fhould receive a {tated compenfation for his fer- 
vices, to be afcertained by law; which could neither be 
diminithed nor enlarged during the term for which he 
{hould have been eleéted. Here was a duty impofed on the 
leyillature, with the performance of which they could not, 
they had ro pewer to difpenfe. Yet after the compenfa- 
tion was ftated, ne payment could be made in conte- 
guence of appropriating. He atked if in this cafe, when 
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the public will was expreffed, the engagement and the 
national faith pledged, the legiflature could of right with- 
hold the neceflary appropriation? The fame obfervations 
might he faid be applied to every inflance where public 
controuls were formed. ‘The public faith was pledged, 
the neceflary appropriations muit be made to prevent a 
violation of it, and if withheld fuch violation might juftly 
be charged on the legiflature. 


Here a long converfation took place with  refpect 
to the expediency of the propoied meafure, on the ad- 
vantages and difadvantages of a Mint, &c. After which 
Mr. Living fon, whom we fhall by-and-by fee making a 
confiderable figure in the field of oppofition to the govern- 
ment, madé a motion for the ftriking out the whole appro- 
priation for the Mint. 


Mr. Murray, (from Maryland) faid that had the gen- 
tleman from New-York moved for delay, for the purpofe 
of introducing a motion to repeal the law which rendered 
this appropriation neceflary, he would not have troubled 
the Houfe with a fingle remark ; but his motion to ftrike 
out an appropriation for the purpofe of bringing the poli- 
cy of the law itfelf into difeuflion, contained a principle 
in his mind fo repugnant to the great legiflative duties of 
the Houfe that he would oppofe it. ‘The object of the 
appropriation is not a wapengouth one, but a part of t 
machinery of our government, uader the exprefs authori- 
ty of the conftitution by law. ‘The doctrine now contend- 
ed for by the gentlemen from New-York and Pennfylvania 
(Mr. Livingtfton and Mr. Gallatin) was that this Houfe 
have a difcretionary power of appropriating. or not—To 
this doétrine, taken in the extent which he conceived 
they contended for, he could not give his fupport. On 
the contrary, he thought, that in all cafes where an ap- 
propriation flowed from a law to make good a contratt, 
or to erect a permanent organ in the government, and 
from any law whofe object was permanent, the truc 
doctrine was, that it was the duty of the Houie to vote 
2n appropriation. A law is the will of the nation. The 
ame powers only, that formed it can repeal it. If it be 
a conititutional a¢t, no power can lawfully obftruct its 
@peration or its exiftence. But attending to the doctrine 
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maintained to day it would follow, that though this Houfe 
had not the power of repealing a law made by all the 
branches of government, it may obftruct its operations 
and render it a dead letter; though it cannot repeal, it 
may do what fhall amount to a repeal, which is the af- 
fumption of a power almoft equal to that of exclutive les 
giflation. He thought he faw in this an evil of great ex- 
tent, and an anarchy of theoretic principles. It appeared 
to lim that though we originate money bills, we had no 
right to refufe an appropriation to exifting laws that either 
fecured a debt or any contract, or that related to objects 
permanent by the law that created or acknowleged them, 
as long as the law itfelf remained unrepealed. We had 
but a fhare of legiflative power. Where a law relative 
to fuch objects as he had alluded to exifted, from which 
an appropriation followed, till the law ceafed by repeal or 
by other conftitutional means, it was obligatory upon us 
as well as upon our conftituents, and the only powers we 
could exercife of a difcretionary fort refolved themfelves 
either into the mode of making good the appropriation, or 
of voting for its repeal. ‘The other branches would then 
judge of the propriety of our proceeding; but till they 
who aflifted in its enacting, judged with us the neceflity 
of doing it away, a duty refulted that we fhould give it 
the energy intended by its enaction, 


The Appropriation for the mint was finally pafled. 
REMARKS. 


The firft three items in the Appropriation Bill 
were as follows : 


Dot. 
For compenfation to the Prefident of the 
United States . - . - 25,008 
To the Vice Prefident - - - 5,000 
‘To the Members of the Senate . bee. 38,000 


Now, would it not have been much the fhortelft 
way for Mr. Living fon to move for ftrikjng out 
thefe three items! This would have been coming 
to the mark at once. By only three {trokes of the 
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* Calm Obferver’s” pen, the free, the indepen- 
dant, the beneficent government of the United 
States might have been changed into a National 
Convention; and in the fame number of days, 
we might have feen our ftreets patrolled by revolu- 
tionary ruffians, our property expofed to requifiti- 
ons and our heads to the guillotine. 


But, it is not my intention to enter into the me- 
Tits of a motion, at once the height of malevolence 
and abfurdity ; | have introduced this debate mere- 
ly to have an opportunity of introducing the prin- 
ciple laid down by Mr. Gallatin, and Mr. Gaila- 
tin along with it. 


This gentleman tells us, that the Houfe of Re- 
prefentatives ** have a right, by withholding appro- 
“ priations when they fee proper, to ftop the wheels of 
“ Government.”’—I fhould be glad to know were he 
learnt this: whether from his companions in Brad- 
dock’s Field, or from their correfpondents, the 
corrupted flour-merchants in Philadelphia. . They, 
indeed, were well verfed in {topping the wheels of 
government, by the agency of appropriations. 


When Mr. Gallatin rofe from his feat to broach 
this clogging principle, there was an old farmer 
fitting befide me, to whom the perfon of the ora- 
tor feemed familiar. “ Ah, ah!’ fays he, ** what’s 
*¢ little Mofes in Congrefs |’ —I fharply reprimand- 
ed him for taking one of our Reprefentatives for a 
Jew; but, to confefs a truth, the gentleman from 
Geneva has an accent not unlike that of a wander- 
ing Ifraelite. It is neither’ Italian German nor 
French, and, were it not a fort of ieze republican- 
iim, I would fay he clipped the king’s Englith 
moft uninercifully. Such an accent is admirabiy 
adapted for extolling the value of leaden buckles, 
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er for augmenting the difcordant howlings of a fy- 
nagogue; but it throws a certain air of ridicule 
over the debates of a legiflative afiembly, and torms 
a fort of burlefque on the harmonious eloquence of 
the other members. 


When I told the good jog-trot to take care what 
he was faying, for that the perfonage then on his 
legs was no other than the great Gallatin, he open- 
ed his eyes, and with a look and voice expreflive 
of an honeft indignation, ** what!” fays he, that 
* fame Gallatin whe was one of the leaders in the 
© Weiftern Infurreétion ?’—I could not help fmil- 
ing at the fimplicity of my country friend, in not 
perceiving that fuch a circumftance was the higheit 
proof of Mr. Gallatin’s patriotiim, and the only 
‘ one that: recommended him to the fuffrages of, his 
conftituents.—“" No. wonder,”’ fays the farmer, 
** that he wants to ftop the wheels of government. 
*T with he’d attempt to ftop the wheels of my 
** waggon, as 1 am going down hill.””——-God for- 
give me, but I believe I faid amen. 


Mr. Gallatin has been accufed of inconfiftency, 
but here [ cannot join the enemies of that gentle- 
man. Whatever aman may be, I love to do him 
ample juftice. This is a principle fo ftrongly im- 
printed in my breaft, that it induces me to under- 
take the defence of Mr. Gallatin’s confiftency, 
though I have not the higheft refpect for his gene- 
ral conduct or for his character. 


We might follow this gentleman through his 
political career from the day of his difembarkation 
to the prefent feflion of Congrefs, but it will not, 
I imagine, be neceflary to go further back thaa 
the Weltern Rebellion. 
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So early as the 2ift of July, 1791, we rm him 
Clerk to a meeting for oppofing the e law, 


or, in other words, “ ftopping the + Ra He of g0- 
‘¢ vernment.’’—On the 21it of April, 1792, we 
find this adjourned meeting declarmg: “ ‘Uhat 
‘¢ whereas fome men may be found among us, fo 
‘*< far loft to every fenfe of. virtue, and feeling fo 
“‘ the diftrefles of our country, as to accept the 
‘¢ office for the collection of the duty. 


=. 


“< Refolved, therefore, that. in future we will 
‘* confider fuch perfons as unworthy. of our friend- 
‘«* fhip, have no intercourle or dealings with them, 
a withdraw from them every afliltance, and wifd- 
‘© hold all the comforts of life, which depend upon 
“¢ thofe duties which as men and fellow citizens we 
‘* owe to each other, and upon all occafions, treat 
‘‘ them with that contempt they deferve ; and thmt 
‘* it be, and it is hereby moft earneftly remote 
“ t9 the people at large, to follow the fame line of 
«© conduct towards them.” 


Thus, then, I think here is no inconfiftency ; 
no change of principles. ‘The man that could draw 
up a relolution like this, cannot be faid to have 
abandoned his principles, when he declares that the 
Houle of Re prefenti atives may ftop the wheels of 
government, when they fee proper, by withholding 
appr pTla IONS. 


It is faid, indeed, that Mr. Gallatin has fince re- 
pented of his infurrection conduct, that he called. 
the above quoted refolution his ‘* political fin,”’ and 
we all know that he figned a promile of fubmifion 
to the ae but, let it be remembered, that he 
never talked about this political fin, unti il he came 
down to Philadelphia, and that his promife of fub- 

(. 
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ralilion to the laws was not made, until he faw that 


] 
{{} 


refiltance was in yain, and that it was the only 
way of availing himfelf of the amnefly, and faving 
lus carcafe from a loathfome dungeon. And, if 


“se 


he did leave his poor deluded adherents in the 
lurch, and even facrifice them to his own fatety, 
this is no more than every rebellious ringleader is 


ready to do, when the moment of danger arrives 


oO 


It 1s by no means.a proof of inconfiltency in the 
centleman from Geneva. It is, to ufe the words 
of a late political writer, “ varying his means to 


‘“* preferve the unity of his end.” When overturn. 


ing a government, or ftopping its wheels, is the 
fole obje@ of a patriot, fo long ashe keeps ftea- 


d,! towards the point, whether by open rebellion, 
confefling his political fin, pretending fubmiffion, 
lurching his aflociates, or withholding appropriati- 
oms, he can never be jullly charged with incon- 
filtency. 
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DEBATE ON THE APPOINTMENT OF A 
STENOGRAPHER. 
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¢ 
was given in, fpecifying that the committee had received! 
propofals from Mr. David Robertfin of Virginiay whofe 
de emand for one feflions was 4,000 dollars. The report 
became the order of the da iy for the twenty ninth, whe 


refolution was propote: d in favour of the appointment. 


On the 28th a report of the Stenographica!l committee 


I fhall choofe from th’s debate what fell from Mr. Swan- 
wick and Mr. William Smith, as appearing to me to 
comprize nearly all that was urged on both fides. 
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Mr. Swanwick (from Pennfylvania) As to the gentle- 
man who is the fubjeét of the refolution, If I] have more 
(trenucully than ufual oppofed the motion, it is from a 
defire to keep him trom quitting the lucrative fituation he 
is faid to find himfelf in, to embark on the ftormy tea I 
is contemplating : to be the, organ, of the members of this 
Houfe to their conftituents is indeed a very delicate tak ; 
one for which, confidering the danger he might be in of 
an Orpheus’s fate, that of being torn to pieces, the falary 


is but a poor compenfation. He is to do jultice to the 


; 
‘ 
, - s , ° ! " ‘ a ‘ ‘ 
cloquence of fome members—he is to clothe in an elegant 
dreis the uncouth, yet well meaning expreilions of others, 


j i] } . - 2 } , 
ut what wiii he do with tne filent memocrs, WiLo nevel 


; 1 3 . } . xX | C o#} . 
{peak at all r-—What will their conitituents think of them; 
. ‘ ‘ . . , ' , “4 ° " i 
ludeed, Sir, he had the idea | have formed of his dan- 
: : ' ' ’ | 
ger, he will not undertake ut all. Faction party h 


: ] — — | i. baal A 
been mentioned—happy otenograpner 1 he can k 


clear of thefe. If he tall into their power, infenfibly he 


! ep ‘ ‘ > ~ D nue « oll baal ! } . 
will repreient one fide in clouds and darki« iS, the Oey 
as ornamented with the brighteft beams of light. Hov 
will he pleafe both? Mitrepreientation is complained of 

rao ; iP ~ 
alas, Sir, how quick is error, how flow is the progrefs of 


truth in almoft all things: our Stenographer mutt indeed 


‘ 


be a wonder working man, if he can revert this tide, and 
make every where lig 
‘The beft mode of informing our conttituents is by the 


SS 
yeas and nays on our acts 3 this truly fh WSs, as a gentie- 


» and correct reafoning prevail. 


o “ «YT r n.: : . 
man from New-Hampfhire has obferved, our doings, 
1° 1 . ,° 1 ’ 
which are ‘much more interefting to them than our 
{tract reafonings; thefe our con{tituents will eafily form 


] j . ail 7 » » ] - sa9 ‘ 
to themielves ideas of when they know our votes. 


Mr. W. Lyman (M ifachufett faid tl if, if this refolu- 


tron did not pals, it UU! ud be aai fable ic len d all ii @lrilinw 
ETS 10 bie gall "Ye 
‘. r —_ Tv. , Y . --* . . 
Mr. W. Smrtru (South Carolina) faid it was admitted 
on all fides, that it was highly important for the people 
> i 


, 
' 
i 


, . <“ .s 
to receive ft moit accurate information of the proceea- 


7. 
‘ 
, > 2 


ings of the houle, and that the debates were in general 


‘ » = ie y ~ | 
extremely muilrepreiented. Was it not then the duty of 
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the houte to remedy this evi! and to adont iuch 
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their reprefentatives? The houfe he d now an ‘opportuni- 
ty of obtaining the fervices of a gentleman peculiarly diftin- 
vuithed for the rare ta lent of reporting with accuracy pub- 
lic debates : the compentfation which would be ad lequate to 
fuch ufeful and bouines fervice was beyond the ability of 
any printer, the houfe ought therefore to contribute to- 
wards it; the fum r equired was a trifle when compared 
with the advantages ; it was no object: the only queftion 
then was whether the ftenographer oug ‘ht to be an officer 
of the Houfe ; in that capacity he certainly would be more 
eafily reftrained from the commiilion of any wilful mifre- 
prefent: ition. Mr. Smith did not feel the force of the ob- 
je‘tions againft the report. It had been faid that although 
the members were now mifreprefented, yet they had it in 
their power to publith corrections ; but thefe corrections 
were often 6yerlooked, while the mifreprefentation was 
operating very injurioufly to the character of the member : 
this was generally the cafe in places: remote from the feat 
© f sovernme: wt; the mangled account of a debate was re- 
p sublifhed in a diftant paper, and the correction if it reach- 
ed the diilant printer, was generally difregarded. Among 
the opponents to the report, Mr. Smith faid that he was 
furprif to find the gentleman who reprefented this city, 
(Mr. Swanwick) who more than any other member fhould 
have withdrawn his oppofition to the meafure pro pofed ; 
that gentleman’s conftituents had it in their power at any 
time to hear the debates of Congrefs; they were on the 
{pot; ought he not then in candor to affift in facilitating 
to the remote citizens the means of obtaining the be ft 
knowledge of the proceedings, and the mott correét ftate- 
ment of the difcufhons of the houfe; ought they, from 
their remotenefs, to be kept in the dark, or to be furnith- 
ed with fuch light as would only miflead? Had they 
not aclaim on the  houfe to adopt fuch means as would ena- 
ble the citizens in every ftate to judge of the propriety of 
public meafures? ‘The member from this city had ano- 
ther exclufive advantage; if miireprefented he could cor- 
rect the error, and the correction will be read; that was 
not the cafe with the members of remoter fates, whofe 
reputation might be injured by mifreprefentation without 
a fimilar advantage: the member from this city was in the 
micdit foe his conftituents; he had dail ly opportuni ities of 
fetting right any miitatement by perfona le xplanation. 
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( 19 ) 


Mr. Surra faiid he did not agree with fome Gentlemen 


that it-was fufficient for the people to know what laws 
were pafled, without knowing the previous difcuilions ; 
he 1 rht on the contrary, the favorable or unfavorable 
: af , on Say oe Se uld depend i 

Lr} ion of a Law on the public mind would depend in 
a great degree on the reafons afligned for and againft it 
in debates, and the people ought to know thofe reafons ; 


when a Law pafle 5, i mpofi 1g a Lax, would not the peo- 


ple be recon led, if tl hey faw from the difcuflions uf the 
houfe that fuch Tax was unavoidable, and that the par- 
ticular mode o! taxation was the beft which could be de- 
viied ? And cught this information to depend entirely 


on the caprice or convenience of the reporters, who at- 
tended when it pleafed them, and who publifhed jult as 


much of the debates as they found leifure or patience to 
accomplith Mr. Smith faid, | he was convinced that the 
errors which had excited fo much complaint were not the 


~~ * 


effect of defign, but merely of in ladequacy to the tafk ; 
very few were competent to fuch a bufinefs, whic hr requir- 
ed pecuhar {kill in ttenography, very laborious apjilication, 
and a ciear comprehenfion of t! -fubieét matter of debate. 
It could not be expected that perfons thus qualitied 

would devote their whole time to this bufinefs without an 
ample reward. ‘The report was objected to becaufe there 


was novelty in the plan; it was true the Houfe of Com- 
mons of England had no fuch officer, but their practice 
was not a fit precede it for us on this occafion, for they 

admitted no oe to write down in the houfe their pro- 
ceedings ; their debates were taken from memory. ‘T’ his 
houte on the contrary had from its firft inftitution, facil 

tated, by every accommodation, the reporting their pro- 
ceedings. The thi ing was not altogether however without 
during the exiftence ef the national aflembly 


precedent ; ) 
officers of the houfe who compoied 


of France th iere per 


a daily work called the Logography, which was an exact 
account of the debates of that body. It had been aiked 
edi. 
i 


4 4% ‘2 -ceor e hea 
what controul the houfe wer< aye over this ofhcer ? he 
ov4 ma erat ¢hae 6 _ = 1} > = uld |] liable be _— 
aniwerea that the ovenoyg apilel would be ilabie to be cene 
» 1 ry “cy n } _ esral fey wre 
lured or cilplac d, it he fhould b guilty of wilful mifre- 


agi dentate. rut + ] ‘ ? , . ro lL 
pr iC ibid ] > i we uld be ai’ VS Cally to dalicrimimate De- 


tween a catfual inadvertence, and a criminal miitatement: 
es a ar. a we ee rs Me al 
the oimcers character and t ts, HIS Tey l ity ft tne 
i d 
* fo ! : +} ‘ ‘ } : , lie —? 
houfe, and his cath to report with impartiality, would 
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be a fufficient pledge of his accuracy. Mr. Smith feriouf- 

y believed, that the character of the houfe had fuffered 
Pf the erroneous ftatements which had gone abroad ; 
he withed to guard again{t this evil in future ; he was will- 
ing, for himfelf t, that every fyllable he uttered within thole 
walls, fhould be carried to every part of the union, but 
he deprecated mifreprefentation. He was anxious that 
the truth fhould be known, in relation to every act of the 
government, for he was as fatisfied that the alfection and 
confiderce of the people in this goverhment would in- 
creafe with the promulgation’ of truth, as that whatever 
it had loft of that affection and confidence was owing al- 
together to the propagatic n of detraction and calumny. 
It was under thefe unpreflions that he had originally 
broug cht forward the pr poli tion, and that he now recom- 
mended the report, al having heard no reafons to chan 
his fentiments of the expediency of the meafure, he thor 
perfift in fupporting it. 


The committee of the whole was difch ged from any 
further confideration of the fubject. 


REMARKS. 


The Houfe had nearly got upon a rock here, 
which they would have found it difficult to get off 
from in fafety. Perhaps there was never a refolu- 
tion propofed, at once fo apparently trifling and fo 

pregnant with mifchief. Let any man reflect for a 
moment on the ftate of parties in this country, and 
he will look with attright at the appointinen' of an 
officer, invefted with the power of disfiguring every 
argument and even every phrale that a member of 
the legiilature may let fall. The gentlemen who 
cappeeees the refolution, talk of his being fworn ; 
and, did we live in thofe good old times, when 
oaths were fuperior to the ipirit “ party, the ar- 
gument would be una infwerable: but, alas! thofe 
times are no more. Ohiie on the Frew 
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The members of the prefent Congrefs have every 


man of them fworn to maintain the Cont ti tution of 
the United States, and yet, how many of them do 
we fee at this moment {training every faculty of the 
mind to render it null and void? what, then could 


; 
: 


be hoped trom a Sten ) orapher. 


Were a egal fir angerto liften to.a debate he 
would contract a] ality for one fide or the other, 
before it was half. rer, “Every man ina + 
government has his party and who can fuppofe 
that the Stenographer woul id not have his? It was 
faid that the How fe had a check upon him, in their 
power to difmifs him from his office. But, this 
muft be done by a vote of the Houfe, and there- 
fore it could be no defence for a member who had 


the misfortune to find himfelf ina minority. 


Indeed, this power of difmiffion is one of the 
worlt parts of the plan; for, as the Stenographer 
would be loath to quit fo lucrative an employment, 
he would of nece hitv be led to preferve a majority 
in his favour; and; what would be fo fure a way 
of doing this as ‘mifreprefenting the fpeeches of 
the minority ? a member might complain ; but the 
Stenographer, fecure in his majority, would laugh 

him. «Thus might a man of talents and inte- 
erity be officially reprefented as a fool or a knave, 


without “having the potlibility of redrefs. In vain 
would he endeavour to iultity himielf : the fworn 
ie 


Stenographer would be believed before him, and 
the Houle, by a folemn decijion, would determine 


ai AS “wits 


that le had taid what he never dreamt of. 


Should an officer like this ever enter the Houfe, 


‘ 


it is ealy to fi riee that he will not be long wanted. 
The very fight of fuch a tremendous umpire 








would frighten away all freedom of fpeech. It is 
true the members of the majority might prattle 
away, but thofe of the other fide would naturally 
look wpon themfelves in the tituation of a man 
who is making a depofition. One party only would 
dare to open their mouths. Where there is no op- 
pofition there can be no debate, and, of courfe no 
need of a Stenographer. 


Mr. Smith's objection to citing the example of 


the Britifh Houfe Of Commons on this occafion did 
not appear to me weil founded. They permit no 
one to write down their words after them; yet I 
believe it will be allowed that their debates are very 
well reported, and this is.a pretty good proof that 
an officer for that purpofe is by no means neceflary, 


This gentleman mentioned the officers of the 
Logography employed by the fecond National Af- 
fembly in France. Unfortunate inftance! the 
French Conftitution, that * matter r-piece of legif- 
** Jation,”’ which was to laft as long as the round 
world, lafted only ten months and. ten days ; and, 
among the engines by which it was deftroyed, the 
office of the Logography claims a confpicuous 
place. ‘There were ten of thefe reporters. They 
wrote in the literal character: one took the firit 
fentence, another the fecond, and fo on. ‘Ten 
men were.much more difficult to warp and corrupt 
than one would be, and yet we ever fee them the 
decided tools of the ftrongeft party. Members 
complained of mifreprefentations, and had the fatif- 
faction to fee their complaints ftill more disfigured 
than their fpeeches. The confequence was, the 
few real friends of the Conftitution were obliged to 
hold their tongues, and iuffer the inflamatory har- 
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our throats, or to keep us in a fort of politi Bit wi 
ftarvation. We muit either fwallow them by Anim 
or we mug 


Lier awe 
Zens Ot yards, as buffoons do ribbons, Sr not 
never have a talte. Ay wo 


thoug 
I wonder where Mr. Lyman learnt a doé@trine Rures 
like this. Such an idea could certainly never 
engendered in the free 
fetts. 


~~ 


be 
l Bhis vi 


temperate air of Matlachu ‘Band 


As to the gentleman from Virginia | am not §yutteri 
furprized ; for, we know that, when a fulky negroWrers « 


will not lick up his mefs clean, however infipid, 


difgulting and naufeous it may be, he is muzzled J t 
till his ftomach comes to. But, are we’ Pennfylva- i: t] 
nians to be treated thus?—No, no, Mr. Heath; 


, 

whea you get the government on the other fide of 
the Potomack, you may, and undoubtedly will, do 
what you pleafe with it; but we have four vears tO J that 
live, at any rate; be not in fuch hafte to muzzle 


ha desea 
us then. 


Should this refolution ever reach the other fide 
of the Atlantic, what idea will it give the Englith 
patriots of our liberty of the prefs? If a mem- 
ber of the Britifh Houfe of Commons were to pro- 
pofe fuch a tyrannical refolution, I fhould not § pe: 
wonder to hear of his being fiohed to death. Not 
abitracts from fpeeches without particular 
ion! ‘The idea was certainly imported from 
Pole Meoti 
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Had thefe two gentlemen reftrited the prohibiti- T w 
on to their owz Jpeeches, { believe that neither the in 
Houfe ner the public would have cared much : «i 
about the matter ; for neither of them is of the Ci- f 
ceronian flamp. It is obfervable, that thofe who 1 
appeared moft anxious for the appointment of a t 
Stcnographer, if we except one or two, are amongit t 
the few whofe f{peeches can do them no fort of cre- 
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@it with any party. This is the way of the world. 
Animals, whether endyed with the faculty of fpeech 
Sr not, feem to fly in the face of nature. ‘The ug- 
ly woman is everlaftingly at her glafs; the owl 
thought her frightful brood the prettieft little crea- 
tures in the world; and the infipid orator, while 
his voice is drowned in the hemmings, coughines 
and fnorines of his drowfy audience, thinks he is 
fentences that oucht to be written im let- 


4 


uttering 


; 
ters OF void. 


ie 2 - 1 yy" . 

It was obierved in the courfe of the debate, 

if the printers committed errors, gentlemen might 
write out their fpeeches and fend them to the prefs. 


LL 


l‘o this Mr. Nichols replied, that he was above do- 


ing any fuch thing.—For my part, I muft confefs, 


that, were I capable of making a fpeech, I thould 


ee 


be too lazy to write it out for the News-Papers ; 


but as to its being beneath a law-giver, I thall fay 
nothing ; for we have an example before our eyes 
of a folio orator in the Houfe of Aflembly of 
Pennfylvania, who is fo far from thinking it be- 
neath him to write out his fpeeches, that he even 
reads them irom his feat, like a {chool-boy from his 
bench. I allude here to one Dedfor Morpheus, who, 
finding his neighbours determined not to die undei 
his hands, is now endeavouring to aflaflinate the 
State. ‘The State, however, feems to partake of 
the obftinacy of his neighbours, turning a deaf ear 
to all his prefcriptions. The bolus of fedition 
which he had kneaded up for the Affembly, did, 
indeed, at firft, operate as a provocative cn fome 
of the members from Whifkvland; but, luckily, the 
foporific qualities of it foon became predominant, 


n= } } i 
ne end Oi 


and, at laft, abfolutely irrefiftible. At 1 


the fecond paragraph the Chairman was perceived 


to yawn, the third rocked him off, and the fourth 
. ob a ry S a ae ’ The 86) 
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reached the door-keeper, at the further end of the | Vil 
paflage, and before the fixth was half finifhed, an | ed 
old woman who fells apples at th e gate, dropped § col 
trom her {tool. The : political Morpheus contmned | wl 
to fpread his poppies, tll, perceiving the cfatte of vo 
hi boit 59 he flunk oft he me to oe liver ni vy and V1 
four crout.—Should this quack in pol liticks 3 as well an 
as phyfick be judered to continue his le¢' yes, the ag 
Ailembly of Penniylvania may write ov y their } 
doors, as the French do over thofe of their Wurying at 
grounds: ‘ This is the place of everlafting fee Dp. 
After this little trip to the Land of Nod, let us \ I. 
return to our Stenographer, {| 
, 
I by no means call in queftion the virtue of Mr. } 
Robertton, the othe er prepoted: on the ae I 
| thould fuppofe his virtue mutt be. very meh lor r 
like that of Fiekdine’s poft-boy, it is r higl nS 
priced. If it be equal to his modefty, it 1s certain- 
ly beyond any thing reafo nably to be expected trom 
a trail mortal. ‘Che humble demand of four thou- 
fand dollars for the feifion is not a great deal more 
than eight times as much as any member of the 
Floufe receives. ‘The very mention of fuch a fum 
cannot fail to bring forth fwarms of Stenographers, 
as a warm night at the play-houfe is faid to hatch 
comedians. S 
I cannot conclude this article without reminding 
gentlemen of their cruelty to my poor Caledonian 
janis 4 ‘allender. How was he mauled ! how was 
Revifler torn to poetes ; one took him by the 
another by the ear; he writhed and w inced 
mped about, as the French fay, like a frog 
gridiron. | much queftion if he were in 
orture when the conftables of fweet Edin. 
were at his heels —Oh! gentlemen from 
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Vircinia! hor eninla wn {~ helah - ¢] : 
irginla. | A ould you 10 Del oe CiLs imp > 


“+ 
‘ 


ed patriot? a man that has not on! ly forfworn his 
cribed, two 


Cc 13T} 

~ wea ; . 
} . 37*.* Ty + ’°> 4 

whole * Political Progrefles frente to curry fa- 


ir with you! nay, he has even blaiphemed the 


Vv V 
! rel it it eainvul tibatande d the n M-payment of debt > 
and yet, A7Nn, reYaubucae , you could imile at nis 
4 4 
ver +, >) 


—f ne . 
avonies : li ti S9 


! hope | thall never be numbered amongit them ; 


{i . “4 ee a . oe nahane 
leaft until your manners and principles chance 
; g 


this be the wav you treat your friend 
} 


One gentleman exprefled a good deal of anxiety, 
left the ** Political Regifter”’ fhould defcend to po- 


him quiet his fears on this ac- 
f > a y ther t] S fpeeches which Callender + 
written out or not, they are a 
than any drug th: at Was ever 


it 


or Morpt CUS 5 and that 


— es | eee j , = 
has LA hected Were 
more potent opiate 

, Ee oe 4 P 
pounded in the mortar of Dad 

. . . 

dauinea a ovreat deal, I am fure. 


. 
Is id\ilit 
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I now come to a debate, if a debate it can be 
called, which | er have the reader pafs over 
f he has a heart ready to take fire, 
wanton indignity offered to the 
able characters. 


without perufal, 1 
when he tees a 
greateft and moit eftim 


DEBATE ON HALF AN HOUR’S AD‘OURN- 
M E NT. 


February 22nd. 


This was the Birth-Day of General, Wafhington. 
The morning was rem: rkably fair: the firmament 
ehielt robes. May it ever be fo! 


Never, never mav a cloud darken this aulpicious 


lacked in it bri 
‘ aa 4 ‘ 
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The city was all alive: joy feemed to gliften in 
every face; the workman had thrown by his ham- 
mer and the houfewife her needle, to celebrate this 
teftival of valour, wildom, and true patriotiim. | 
was going, among hundreds of others, to fee the 
cannons ‘of the fate fired on this joyful occafion, 
when, pafiing by the Houfe where the Reprefenta- 
tives meet, | perceived the doors open. [ ete be 
{ would jutt ftep in, and fee what they were abot 
I entered, found the oneet quite empty, and was 
furprized not to find the houfe empty alfo. This 
furprize foon gave way to indignatio n, as the rea- 
der” will readily | Lehieve, when he hears what was 
pafling. 


Mr. Smith (from South Carolina) moved, that the 
Houte adjourn for half an hour, in order to give the mem- 
bers an opportunity of congratulating the Prefident of the 
United States on the return of his Birth-Day. 


Strange to tell! this motion was oppofed. The 
ground of this oppofition was, that it was the duty 
of the Houfe firft to attend to the difcharge of their 
legiflative functions, before they attended to the 
paying of compliments. It was faid, on the other 
hand, that it had been the practice, ever fince the 
eitablifhment of. the general government, for the 
Houfe to make a fhort adjournment, for the pur- 
pole mentioned in the motion. 


After fome converfation in this way, Mr. Gal- 
latin (from Genew ‘5 lait from Whifky land ) moved, 
that the words, **.La/fan hour,” be ‘ftruck out, 


This amendment was rejected. The motion was 
then put, and loft. 
Ayes 38 
Noes 50 
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“TL. see esene of ° vty oy rity t 
Thus was it determined, by 2 majority of twelve, 


to withhold from the Prefident a flight compliment, 


which he had be accultemed to recelv from the 


Houle, from he firit year of its exiftenc 


[ was but too right in faying, that, at the open- 
ing of the feflion, * he fasww, even among thofe to 


“whom he addrefled himfelf, numbers, who, to 
p 


** repay all his labours, all his anxious cares for 
“ their welfare, were ready t to prefent him the cup 


sa ” 


** of humiliation filled to the brim. 


It was Mr. Parker, the blooming and accomplifh- 
ed Mr. Parker, the song? and virtuous Mr. Parker 
of the free State of Virginia, who is as punctual in 
e of his leguilative functions as his con- 
{charge of their debts: it was 
this celebrated gentleman, who opened the career, 
by a motion for not waiting on the Prefident with 
an anfwer to his fpeech to both Houfes. Mr., Park- 
doubt, perfuaded of the truth 


the difcharg 
{tituents an in the di 


er was, without 
Johnfon’s maxnn : 
“ce ‘ate ue 7 le re laa tha faa 9 n7 
Fate never wounds more ceep the gen'rous 
| 2eart, 


“ Than when a dblockbead’s inji/t points the dart.’ 


The excufe, “* that it was the duty of 1 the Houfe firft 
itot he diicharge of t 


“6 to attend t -ir leciflative func- 
<¢ tions.’’ was the moft mui tbh le fubterfuge, thar 
ever iflued from the lips of malevolence. Half ax 
hour only was atked for. Heavens! How many 
half hours have been idled away this very Sefton : — 
The Speaker fends word that he is in lif po fea 1.—Ad- 


rw icnads vy 


- ° ! 4 1 seem - 
iourn! Adjourn!—aAnd this ts repeé ated day after 
' 
: x ’ } P Dail 
Jar. What wou'd have been catier than to ‘appoint 
9 Sveaker pro icm. if members were fo renuis in 
4 
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the “ difcharge of their leciflative functions?’ Yet, 
this was not done, not, 1 believe, propofed ; 
though fome one of thefe fifty indefatigable mem- 
bers were certainly prefent. How difierently do 
men fee the fame obje&t, under different circum- 
{tances ! the Speaker’s head-ache adjourns the Houfe 
for whole days. But, haif an hour, a poor thir- 
ty minutes, was too precious to be watted in a re- 
ipecttul compliment to the beft man, perhaps, this 
day exifting in the world! 


The gentleman from Whifkyland was, without 
doubt, afraid, that the motion would not be reject- 
ed altogether. He imagined the Houle had not fo 
far got the better of all decency, as to come to an 
unqualified determination not to wait on the Prefi- 
dent, he therefore propofed to leave out the words, 
“* half an hour.” \t this amendment had paffed, 
the Houfe would have adjourned, not for half an 
hour, but for the whole day; but then it would 
have feemed that they did it for their own pleafure 
and recreation, and not for the purpofe of compli- 
menting General Wathington, the only thing th: it 
Mr . Gallatin feems to have been afraid of. 


This propofed amendment is an excellent ex- 
planation of the ambiguous excufe, ** that it was 
“ the duty of the Houfe firft to attend to the dif- 
“ charge of their legiflative functions.” What! 
would their duty permit them to feparate for the 
whole day, and not perm it them to feparate for ha/ 
an hour? thefe gentlemen feem to count time as se 
French do their aflignats ; a thirtieth part is more 
valuable than the whole. Mr. Gallatin appears to 
have feorned the fubterfuge. No matter how much 
time was fpent, or in what manner, fo that it was 
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are ufelefs, as lone as they do not break out into 


ane LIOn. 


But, it would be unjuf not to fay, that this de. 
©1110)) of tl i ul Ol iN refen iN , Was y 
LAT i 88 be 1) 1] ctie ree Lhe Voce of ti Dec 
‘That voice breathed fentiments very diileren 
iron r the pp of Mr. Smith’: mo ) 
for an adjournment; and of this the H had 


a itrikine and humiliating proof.—l'or my part 


i > | 
the motion was no fooner loft than I quitted the 
Gallery, bo ling with indignation, ane went to pa 


, . , ja re 
take in the jollity of the day ; but, the next 
mornin o> Lh iad the fatist rac tion of reading th > fol. 


lowing extracts from the debates, that todk place 
m my abfence. * Mr. Nichols,” favs the reporter, 
«* offered his ebbuvvitions on the bill; but, from 
«© the firing of cannon, beating of drums, ringi 
“© of bells, and huzzas, in honour of the Pr , 


‘¢ Birth-Day, it was impoilible to hear what he 
« faid.”’ 

Nothing on earth was ever more apropos than 
this. How muit the oppolers: of the mot ion have 
felt? fomething like a king of England , when he 
heard the thouts of his foldiers for the acquittal of 
the bifhops, whole dilgrace and ruin he had con- 
eet ited. If ever malice met its true reward, it was 

this moment. As if the people had faid: * you 


nave alned a blow at the renputation Of OUT ITle nd 


4 
* and father: you with to perfuade us, that he is 
* no longer worthy of our love and \ eneration ; : 
“© but you fhall not fucceed. He is as dear to us 
“ asever. You may continue your harrangues ; 
“ but we will drown your voices with our accla- 
«“* mations for the return of the happy day, that 
“ gave him to the world,” : 
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This debate was very ! lf’, wd rather un Te! ; 
but, as I mean to fpeak on it myfelf, | \ - &§ 
dour refufe to give a iketch of what was faid | 
two of my opponents, to enable the reader t i 


tween us. 


. . Swanwick (who fsoke on the fame fide that 
{hall do) i faid, that } obj ¢cted to t} } rene! ' 
the fame round as yefterday, with refpect to } 
fecu ities of the | ts i-th faith of the United S - 
gether. He afked how the pailing of this bill « 
value to the build of the Federal Cit: , 
ud he, rlre ly Cc! ted 1 "a & {] all ti l 
year 1801? ‘J \ > of the lots, he 1, ) 
be increafed only by the felling them to a number of per- 
fons. ‘The city muit owe its proip itv te | l- 
vantages as a commercial {pot, and not from its b ing the 
feat of government. It was, therefore, the intereft of the 
United States to fell the lots and induce the people to iet- 
tle there. The higher price the lots bore, the greater 
would be the obftacles to fettlement. If it was the i le 


tion of the 


of the buildin 


uA 


rl oad > ¢ - £ 1 
United States to grant money for the 


gs letthe Houfe fay fo. When 


> 
nraAnnie “@ _ - + » 
propoied to remove the government to the Federa 
it was faid that it would be the intereft « p rions to give 
m 7, , 
+ " . “77% >4 » + . ' ‘ 
lots to encourage the government to come there. [hei i- 
. “.." * ‘ 7. Sa . . + . ] : ry 
rit 1IOW aiked for V levcr contemplated. Meh ViG¥ely 
i 
tenes " 
noopdyec 1 to the | 39Ta 7inoney, Du $ 
? t the makin nf | oe 1 ’ } ‘ 
a7allit The Makin’ ty bOn », oO mtine ¢ tT tne 
United States, and another on that of the U . 
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whether the loan was bottomed on the lots or otherwife. 
lhe nature of the engagement was the fame. ‘Tl 


{tion was whether the Houfe 


would agree 
e loan, 


to gui 
or not. 

Mr. Gites faid, that he had feen and was acau 
with the buildin carryin e Federal citv. 
thought the heufe erecting jor the refidence of the Pref 


ainted 
g on in th 


’ 


evas much toa magnificent, m uch more fo than was intend- 
Ma Fe : : 

ed. Every one thou . to w! o law Mts bi f t} is Was no 

reafon for obftructing > prog refs of the bufinefs. H 


hoped the bill would & formed in a manner fo 
the general fenfe of the Houfe. Though he had obje@ed 
to the grandeur of the houfe intended f for the ia nt he 
would have the buildings for shegrele ereGed on a erand 
feale, and fitted for the repr satatin eS of a great ati 4 fr pe an 
ple. 


as to meet 


The Bill was finally recommitted. 
REMARKS 


The reader has heard what was faid on both fides 
of this queftion, and I have now to beg 
tend to what I would, have faid, 
ber of Congrefs. 


him to at- 
had I Noan a mem- 


Mr. CHatrMAN, 


It is well Seley that I am no orator; that I 
fpeak right on, making my tongue the true inter- 
preter of my heart. You will not therefore ex- 
pect from me the wily fophiftry of a G 
quibbling of a G—les, the verbofity 


or ‘he¢ patriotic bombait of a Liv—ton. 


i -o™ 
| 
i 


It is feldom, Sir, that I trouble the Houfe with 
my tsi on any queltion whatever. There 
are fo many gentlemen among us, who are ipes chi- 
fiers by prof fon, who deck every fubject, howe- 
ver fterile and triflin *, with all the flowers cf the 
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’ nd ’ we 7 . cr 
rarden of! eloquence, tnat a plain ipo elman Ike 
wt Pp ‘ . “8 
me can have little chance of being heard with any 
- ~ jo = Lown a - 
degree or patience. On th preten occalion, how- 


ever, thele gentlemen do not feem to be come, 
like the bee, loaded with fweets; the few they 
have brought with them are already fcattered 
abroad, and have loft their fragrance: and, as the 
day is not yet far enough advanced, to countenance 
an adjournment, permit ine to hope tor indulgence e, 
while I humbly endeavour to {pin out the time be- 
tween this and dinner; or, as our ploughmen have 
it, while I take a gentle turn to wind down the fun. 

Should gentlemen find themfelves inclined to 
repofe, as I have often been in liftening to them, 


eC} 
| beg them not to ftand upon ceremony, but to 


loll back at their eale, and leave me to jog qui- 
etly on. 


Ne are called upon, Sir, to gwaranty a loan, 


vc 


for which the lots of the City of W afhington are 
to be a fecurity ; and the gentleman from Virginia, 
Mr. Brent, tells is that, though the lots are at 


? 
prefent worth “olin a mere trifle, they will, when 
cuarantied, be of great value. This is rather ob- 
icure, [ thal therefore endeavour to explain it by 
comparifon ; which, I make .no doubt, I fhall-do 
to the fatisfadtion of the Houfe. Suppofe I had a 
iot, not worth a brafs farthing, and was to draw a 


i 
note payable out of the produce of this fame lot, 
99 iP A 
tach Hore would be W ‘orth but a * mere trifle ; DUT, 
when endorled by a man of credit, it-would be 
t value’ becaufe the holder would al- 


, Pecks wiildtt y ‘ 
=) a) 


ways know where to look tor payment. 
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lots fo very valuable as to * create a confiderable 


“¢ fund sh the difcharge of the public debt !’’ 
Much as I with to fee that debt di fcharged, I by 
no means approve of its being done by t iking ad- 
vantave of an overftrained generofity. ‘The Vir- 
oinia ns are moit gencroufly beftowed. part of the 
Jand, and, not content with that, they now offer 
us an Opp ortunity of paying off the — debt with 
{peculations in the.lots. I am one of thofe who 
are willing to forego any and every offer of this 
kind. lam willing that the Virginians Soin Ives 
thould be permitted to guaranty this loan, and re- 
ceive exclufively all the immenfe advantages accru- 
ing therefrom. Let them undertake the negocia- 


tion upon their own bottom, which, from the great 


credit they enjoy in foreign countrie : they cannot. 


f 


il to effect upon the moft reafonable terms. 
It is faid, that foreigners will not venture their 
money on the lots, becaufe they can form no idea 
of their value ; neither can I, and this is another 
reafon for my wifhing to leave the bufinefs in the 
hands of thole who are upon the fpot, and who 
feem to be the only perfons interefted in the matter. 


The gentleman, who made us i 
pro pola ul for paying off the public deb t by the n 
of the guarantee, concluded with an argument, 
which, I beli ve, he conceived to carry sore Wel ht 
with it: that is; unlefs the government went to the 


re > ' at . inoue < } } 
City of Wafhington at the time fpecitied by the adc, 
it would be “ a ffain on the national charaéer?’?— 
eg ee 
i participate with Mr. Brent in bi is anxiety for our 
on ee asl Be on anca dt Pies a Os Os 20 > 
ile tional 4 haracter, and alll vl id to i ave } eel 1\ 
power to convince him, that it could be in no dan 
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. { Mon Ov i) aa erm? | Bun 
eX] inl nits ciuzens from the o on 
of d their juft debts ; and we h feen 
this very Houte pafs a refolution for th " 
of all d , au ym Americans to t 
in (; t--5 in. INE h r or theie | eve peen 
called a ftain on our national character; and, 1 
thefe are not, if our’ character is proof again{t 
thefe, I imagine we have little to fear from the go- 
vernments’ remaining at Philadelphia. [| will men- 
tion another inftance, Sir, {till ftronger. If we 
look back into thg journals of Con 5, we fhall 
find the king of France ftiled, our great and d 
§ ally, our frien 7 and deliverer ; and ve have 
f applauded his murd .... 2. eee ee ee ees 
fF {there the Chairman w yuld have called me to or- 
der, upon which I fhould have faid |—Sir, [ fhould 
. be forry to break through the rules of this Houfe ; 
| and, I muft infift that I am perfectly in order. Tle 
Y gentleman from Virginia had laid great {trefs on 
what he prefumed would be a it in on our Matio 
i = nal chara¢ter.. I looked upon myfelf as itled to 
prove, tl he was miftaken ; and I certainly had a 
right to do this, by bringing forward what I con- 
ceived to be much better calculated to mores a 
{ftain, and which, h ver, had not produced th 
effect. If, therefore, there was any deviation I 
the queftion, the centleman led the way, and | 
was only follow him. Befides, Sir, look o1 
the debates of this Houfe, and you | fee to what ‘ 
a nut-fhell compais they will be re Li 
‘ exclude all the extraneous matter. If members ai 
to be bound down to. the fimple queftion before 
them, if no latitude of dig yn is allowed of, no 
oo? | a C4 af nicl ‘ 
LILLat ampies to #ran ‘ eulog » G 
tritain for invective, h lo vou imagine, Sir, 
Ar 
that pairiotic mem would De : e proot 











of their diligence, by eking out the feffion to fix 
or feven months?—Your aflent, Sir, to es juit- 
nefs of thefe- obfervations, encourages me to take 
up the thread of my argument, 


If, on the day of our pompous reception of the 
French Flag, poor murdered Louis had rifen up 
through the floor, and faid: ** Ungrateful Ameri- 
“ cans! you w ho flattered me in the hour of my 
<s profperity and your diftrefs; you who called me 
sc ag deliverer ; you who made public rejoicings 
‘* for the day of my nativity, are now joining hands 
‘* with the very men who led me to the block ; 
‘* are exprefling “ your fincere and lively fenfibili- 
‘* ty, your fympathy and affection’”’ towards them; 
“* are giving a pompous reception to the emblems 
“ of their triuraph over me, at the very moment 
‘“¢ that my portrait, which was to be the memento 
** of my fervices and. of your gratitude, is hang. 
“¢ ing up within your walis,”—If the {pectre of this 
injured prince had thus fpoken, what thould 
we have faid? I know a member who would have 
replied ; Avaunt, “‘ ermined montter!” But, for 
my part, I fhould have felt the ftain : [ fhould have 
thought myfelf {potted as a leopard. And yet, Sir, 
this has never been mentioned as a {tain on our na- 
tional character. To apprehend, therefore, any 
danger from our not removing to the banks of the 
Patomack, is to ftrain at a gnat, while we {wallow 


a giant, 


Much has been faid, Sir, on the manner in which 
the buildings of the City of Wathington have been 
conducted. This is a branch of the fubject that | 
fhould have pafled over in filence, had it not been 
for an expreflion or two that fell from another 
gentleman from Virginia, Mr. Giles. That gentleman 
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obferved, that *“ the | houfe ere€ting for the refidence 
“© of the Prefident was muc h too magnificent ;’ but that, 
‘‘ though he obj ‘ 1 to the grandeur of the houle 
‘intended for the Prefident, he would have the 
“buildings for Congrefs erected upon a grand 
*S fale, and fitted for the Reprefentatives of a great 
and fr people.’—1 do not choole, Sir, to let 
this fally go abroad unnoticed, left the world fhould 
imagine us all tainted with that ungovernable vani- 
tYs which feems to have engrofled the foul of our 


info rfunate collearue. 


The centleman is afraid that the houfe of the 
Prefident m: ry be too magnificent ; but that which he 
expe cts to occupy Limfelf, he withes to fee upon a 
grand {cale—Modeft man ! ! ‘The Prefident is to be 
kept within the walls of a plain building, to remind 


him of the lowlinefs of his eftate, of his being the 


fervant of the public; while Mr. Giles is to > ftrut 

beneath me roof of buildings upon a grand fcale, 
f} ted ror t the Reprofe ntat IVES ot a Lr t people , Ory 
in ot her wore ls, tor the gre ut Reprefontis Ves oi the 


people. 


I am thinking, Sir, that the public will do well 
to keep ws within a plain building, or I am afraid our 
heads will foon be turned. We are in abfolute 
need of being dieted, for we are grafping not only 
at all honour but at all power too. If we once 
enter the pile propofed by our colleague ; if we once 
get under thofe corinthian columns and {tarry 
vaults, we fhall expe other things on a “‘ grand 


feale” allo; we mutt hvae our eee 
our led horfes, our pages, our grooms, our huntf- 


, 


men and our buck-hounds; our villas, ‘baths, fofas 

and beds of ftate. We may expect, in due time, 
, ? , > rr vs | > > , | >.” Vj y 
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raglio as among the conveniences of .the ** Repre- tt i 


“¢ prefentatives of a great and free people.” 





| 
S Gor 
_ : oe °c yon 
| Much do I fear, Sir, that if we were once got | Hout 
: . LV 
| in poffefion of all thefe pretty things, we fhould be | il; 
1° we 
very loath to return to cur humble dwe Hines and 
} adel | me - f} ldd Kep! 
our homely fare. In fhort, I thi ink we fhould « | 
: t » ~ 1 1 . Y Cd» 
like the great Reprefentatives of the French ; that Mr 
is, declare ourfelves permanent, or, at leaft, order Cea 
the people to elect nobody but ourfelves, which erm 
€a 7 
amounts to exactly the fame. Ae 
pry 
the 





But, we are told, that this building upon a grand | 
me 
fcale, is not Intended as an honour to us, but to ) 
our conftituents. This is the very gull-trap which 
the poor filly-French have fallen into. Every thing 1 
that their grovelling low-bred tyrants have aflume: i | 
to themfelves, has been done under the fpecious | 
pretext of doing honour “ to a great and free peo- | a 
‘* ple.’’ ‘They have f{cized on all the palaces inthe 


; v 
kingdom, on the royal tuds, coaches, and every . 
other article of Juxury, for their own exclufive a 
ufe; they wallow in fumptuoufnefs, while th leir rag Yr. 

ged flaves have but two or three ounces of dirty- 


coloured bread a days and, if they murmur, they 
fhoot them down by thoufands ; and, all this is for 
the “ honour of a great and free people.” A 
great people, a free people, a fovereign people, 
and the like, are very pretty phrafes: they tickle 
the ears of the multitude; but, fhould they per- 
ceive how completely the demagogues transfer this 
grandeur, liberty, and fovereignty, to themfelves, 
perhaps they would ceafe to admire them; and no- 
hing feems bettet calculated to. open their eyes, 
than feeing them ina fplendid palace, while they, 
many of them at leait, are obliged to put up with 
log-huts. 
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It is become a prevailing fathion, among the op- 
polers of our government, to confine the expref- 
on, * Repretentatives of the people,” to this 
Ho ufe only. But, Sir, is not this a very falfe, as 
well as dangerous ogo ? Is not the Prefident ‘the 
Repre! Siasivs ol > peop le as well as pos Giles ? 


Yes, and of the whole of the people 10, while 


Mr. Giles reprefents but a very {mall part of « 
State. The epithet immediate 1s ance eh prefix- 
i 


: | a, ° *% , _— 4 . > —_ 
ed: but then, Mr. Giles can be the immediate re- 


profi aces ‘ f no more than an eighteenth part of 
the State of Virginia, while the Prefident is the im- 


mediate reprefentative,of the whole Union ; for the 
- ‘ . 

reprefentation muft ever be immediate, though the 

election may not. if therefore, a preference is 

due to any branch of the government, the Prefi- 


dent feems to:have a ‘tae. title to it than any of 


us, and feeing the thing in this light, I cannot 
help looking upon the obfervation of the gentle- 
man from Virginia as extremely improper, if not 
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| hope the Congrefs Hoi ufe is not to be called a 
Capitol’! lt this be the cate, te will be neceflary to 
co a ftep further, and aflume the emer" drefs 
of tke French Romans. How pretty we fhall look 
in long white robes, def sos’ - to our toes, a blue 
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upftart pettifoggers of the National Afiembly, wher 
they infifted on the Folding-Doors of the Louvre 
tobe thrown open at their approach ; but, let the 
world be merry while we are {wagcering about 
in our confular robes, we fhall care but little whe- 
ther we are called ambitious buifoons or not. 


This idea of a Capitol feems to be borrowed 


from the State of Virginia, the Affembly-Houle of 


which has taken that name. For what reafon it 
was there adopted, I know not, unlefs it be, that 
there are fuch numbers of Czefars and Pompeys in 
the neighbourhood, againft whofe ambitious pro- 
jects the grave and virtuous fenate are ever vigilant 
to preferve the liberty of their country. The Cz- 
pitol of Virginia refembles that of Rome alfo, in 
that it has a /lave mart in its vicinity, 


I fhall now, Sir, return to the propofed guaran- 
tee, and advert to another of the forcible argu- 
ments of Mr. Brent. This gentleman tells us, that 
“* the guarantee is the touchitone to prove whether 
** the feat of government is to be removed or not.” 
Tam willing to take the gentleman at his word. 
fam willing to allow, that refufing the guarantee 
of the loan, will amount to a declaration of our 
wifh to remain where we are; and, with this view, 
I thall give the refufal my hearty fupport..... 
[Here a loud cry of, hear him! hear him!}—I am 
glad to find, Mr. Chairman n, that gentlemen are 
fo difpofed to hear ; for, I can affure them, that 
what I have to fay, is not only worth hearing, but 
attending to alfo. 


Liook forward, Sir, to the day of removing tlic 
overnment to the banks of the Potomack, as the 


Gaawh of its deitruction. Open the p23 re OF thurory, 
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date; and, as the gentlemen on the 
the Houfe are fo fond of flying to Fr: 
{hall be excufed for doing the fame. 
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to aid and ftrengthe n, what did they do? Remo- 

themfelves to Paris, where they knew the great- 
eft number of difaffected perfons were : freinbled. 
Vhe confequences are but too “well known. 
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ington ? No; I fhould have expected to have my 
throat cut, or my eyes gouged out, by fome flave 
or flave-dealer, before I got home to my dinner. 
I will never go there, Sir; and, to thofe gentle- 
men who do, I fincerely recommend the precauti- 
on of a fteel collar, if nota fuit of armour cap- 


a -pié. 


Mr. Gixes has told us, Sir, that the law for 
the removal of the feat of government differs from 
all others; that * the Conititution itfelf has mark- 
‘‘ed the rule, and only left Congrefs to name th € 
‘“fpot; that the law is therefore not repeaiable,” 
Curious quibble!—The Conftitution fays, that the 
Congrefs fhall * exercife exclufivelegiflation over fuch 
“ diftria as n 1ay become the feat of government of 
* the United States.’ ’—Now, what is there here, 
that makes the act unrepealable? What ru/e “ 
here marked out? Is there a wo6rd about the 
law being unalterable? Does the Conttitution fay, 
that when the diftrict is once fixed on, it fhall ne- 
ver be changed for another? There is fomething 
fo ridiculous in the idea, that one would wonder 
how it ever found its way into words; and, 
hazard thofe words, the gentleman muft have a 
very high opinion of the forbearance of this Houfe. 
Suppole, for inftance, the banks of the Potomack 
fhould be vifited with the plague or yellow fever ; 
are we to remain there, and let our cartcafles be 
thrown into the river? Suppofe a vulcano or 
earthquake, or, in fhort, fuppofe what you ed 
are we yet bound to make. the City of Wal ung 

if] 


ton the feat of government? And’ what, I afk, 


are plagues, yellow fevers, vulcanos and earthquakes, 
compared with the knives of “* a hundred thoufand 
ae and independent” Jlaves?—In a word, Mr. 

Chairman, {of ully am I convinced, that the re- 
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moval of the feat of eovernment to the 
re ’ ’ _ { — —_ 
Virginia will prove the overthrow of our happ 
’ } ? —— | | ~ , 
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} , ,] J hase Mt Bs ale I 
n anarchy and blood, thatI fhall not only oppofe 


every meaiure that may accelerate the fatal epoch, 
7 -e “< ° c .~ - 
but I pledge my{elf to bring forward a motion for 
nen F >’ 1 as 4 } — cs 
the repeal of the act altogether.—And now, dir, 
as I fee the gentlemen from Virginia are buriting 
> oer ae Pe pe are. Tf ee eee 
with reply, I iit down, fatisfied of having difcharg- 
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DEBATE ON THE MEASURES TO BE TA- 
4 ’ y 7, mrmerrrarTe, r Q = ; roo rr , , 
KEN TO PREVENT THE IMPRESSMEN 
OF AMERICAN SEAMEN. 


~ 2 ‘ O, 
February 18th. 


Mr. Lrvincston (N. York) faid he would call the at- 
tention of the houfe to the fituation of a very important 
and meritorious clafs of men whofe value feemed to | 
been over looked and whofe dearefl rights were cither 


. : . es n - ; oo “S 
fhamefully neg: cted or tgnominiouily iurrenaderes I 
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adverted to the feamen of the United State | valu- 
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able clafs of men would fall under one of thefe deicrip 
ons 
1. Native American Citizens. 
ail as oe Pe ee 
2. Such as were citizens at the Veciat f Indepen- 
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dence and at the period of the peace with Great Britain. 
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2. Foreigners naturalized fince the Vecl yn Of inae- 
) 
pendence. 
11 2 i ast say Sik eae if st eho $ 
It would be no difficult matter t ove that all the in- 


dividuals of either of thofe defcriptions were equally ent:- 
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tection and relief had regarded their futferings with apa- 
| ° ’ 1 : . . . 
thy and in rence! ‘Three years we had beheld their m1- 
d é 


: , : : . ‘ . 
feries and heard their cTies; yet for three years we had 
/ 


been filent {pectators « f this difgrace ful {cene. We had 


begun a compaét with their oppreflors, in which thete 


unfortunate men looked in vain for one word of comfort 

5. thketeimntiine. ‘Gar cone beetle beeiele. i _y mseinese 

in their mifery, for one littie article in the voluminous pa- 
4 ‘ 


; of the inftrument, that micht offer a hope of reconi- 
pence for their paft fufferings, or fecurity again{t future op- 


preflions. &€ I blufh (Laid Mr. Livingfton) as 2n Ameri- 


? 


“ /bameand contuhon for my Country ut & could fuppofe it 


« can to think it was an American Minifter who could be 
© ouilty of this d:/zraceful omiffion. I thould be covered with 
‘ * c / A 


~ i "iy - iy - >: 4 
“ capable of giving that omifhion its fanction, and I hold it a 
l, to co itTi- 


“ bute every exertion, and the little influen I potiels, ior 


“¢ facred duty,in whatever {tation I may be place: 

. s* 799 | , > eo . 1 
«“ their relief.”—-He concluded with moving t] 
refolution : 


C 1OiOWLY 


YD ff, og ] t} rt qa cK mmittee be anncint > + — Whi } 

fat ix Uy flat a COMNN! ~ aPVoliied tO ¢ g iT¢c a 
RE Tap ees % ae + ¢s 
report whether any and what legiflative provifion | f 


farv for the relief of fuch American Seamen as may uave 
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een imprefied into the fervice of any foreign power—and 


alfo to report a mode of furmfhing American Seamen 
| ~ } aul Co —_ ai 

with iuch eviaence of their citizenti ip as may protect 

them from foreign imprefiments in futur 
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jfcrerered to a iciect committee. 
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feemed neceflary but to fix upon the beft mode of furnifh- 
ing relief. The Legiflature of the United States have 


fi rmerly had evidence, and they have acted upon it. [i 


the gentleman will look into the proceedings of the laft 

ellion of Congrefs, he will find a confiderable fum grant- 
ed to Mr. Cutting, for relief of this diftrefied body of men. 
Some he relieved, others he did not. When the d lignity 
of the nation, faid he, is infulted, in the perfons of our 
fellow-citizens, it is n eceflary at leait to make enq jury in- 
to their fufferings. 


A remark had fallen, Mr. Livingfton faid, from the 
member from South Carolina, which he withed to notice. 
He faid he had app lied to the ofhce of the Secretary of 
State, and found there no complaint which had not been 
redrefled. Now, he had waited upon the Secretary of 
State, as chairman of the committee, in vain for informa- 
tion on this fubject. The Secretary informed him, that 
me could not give him the evidence which it appears « has 

given to the member from South Carolina. How, he wifhed 
to know, h: appened it thata member who oppofes the bufi- 
nels in quettion, fhould be furnifhed with that information 
which was denied to a member who fupported it ? 


It is faid, added Mr. Living{ton, that we are attempting to 
legiflate without evidence. ‘Though no facts are at pre- 
fent before the Houfe, it is notorious that numerous in- 
flances have been made known to government, and the 
prefent meafure is meant to enquire into the cafes of fuf- 
terers and remedy them as far as poflible. It is admitted 
by the member from South Carolina that facts have ex- 
ited, but that they have been removed. If thefe griev- 
ances, then, faid he, have exifted, let us prevent them ‘n 
future. Let us not wait till it is too late to grant relief. 
he men, faid he, who fuffer by the depradations com- 
plained of, are at a great diftance from their homes and 
triends, in foreign ports, dragged on board ‘Tenders, and 
made to experience every hardfhip which can be conceiv- 
ed. And now, when a mode is propofe d for the relief of 


thefe diltrefied ci itizens, evidence is called for! Jf one of 
thele men is cor nif ned in the J Eaft L, ndies, can evidence of hi 5. bon- 
dave be ¢ ed to be given here? Such hardthips | have CX- 
uled, be it was their bufincfs és frevent them from again 
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irring. He hoped, therefore, the committee would 


not rife, as he trufted there was fufficient evidence on 
which to ground the enquiry. 


Mr. Harper wifhed to remark on what had fallen from 
the member from New-Y ork, on the Secretary of State’s re- 
fufing information to certain members and giving it to o- 
thers. He applied to the office of the Secretary of State, 
to learn whether there were any documents there to fup- 
port the propoied enquiry, and was informed there were 
only two cafes; in one of which y Ampere was ma ide to 
the Britith go ernment ; four perfons were fai = to have 
been imprefied ; ‘but on enquiry, it appeared, that two of 


+i 4 


Dem Were Brit fubjet , and the other two had enli/te i into the 
fervice. bey other complaint came to the office when the 
Secretary of State was much engaged in other concerns, 
but he bel lieved relief was granted. ‘This, he faid, was 
verbal information; he had applied for written documents 
on the fubject, and doubted not he fhould receive them 
as foon as other bufinefs would permit. 

Mr. Swanwick (Pennfylvania) faid the member from 
S. Carolina had called for information; he conceived no 
particular information neceflary. He could mention an 
inftance in which he had immeédiate concerm A veftel 
of his going to the Weit-Indies had all her hands taken 
out of _ and obliged to work the gtins of an Englith fri- 
gate 5 an d, on their expo itulating that though they were 
prifoners they did not with to work the guns they were 
shreat ned with whipping, and the captain was told if he 


interfered, he fhould be whipped and /ent home to England 
in irons. If he had thought Wns were wanting, by a 
fingle dv freee in one of the Philadelphia papers, 
they would have been ove rah vith faéts. But if he 
had in : fo, he fuppofed he fhould have been charged 
with raifing diffatisfaction in the minds of the people, or 


with encouraging Jacobinical principles. He Saree 
did not do it. But, without going out of the walls of the 
e faid, he found evidence tufhctent. ‘He read 
an CAtTract iPOiT) rne cCommMunicati m or tne oecretary ¢ 

State, dated March 2, 1794, in which were mentioned 
. = , : | + >} . 
the reprefentations made by fundry merchants of Phila- 

‘ | 


: . ; . ° . 

, she + - ’ ' .* veoineetinag the iniy rere 

ak hia Of V Ui si OW > A L TeIpeculg ult imMpre in ill 
i ‘ 








a 


of /.merican feamen. ‘This document was thought fuf- 
ficiently ftrong to make an article of inftruction to Mr. Jay 
in his late negociation ; but, owing to certain difhculties, 
no fpecific agreement was entered into by him for their 
relief. 


The plan now before the Houfe, faid Mr. Swanwick, 
is intended to remedy the diiliculties which have been urged 
as obftacles in this bufinets, by opening egifters in which 
to enter every American feaman, by which may be known 
at any time the number of ieamen belonging to the Uni- 
ted States, and by means of which every fuch feaman 
would be poflefied of a certificate of his citizen/bip. 


Every one knows, faid he, what has deen felt on account 
of American fea men carr ied into Algiers. No evidence 
was required with re{pecl to their nu mbersy or how they were 
employes d. The united exertions of the whole American 
people fame ‘d to ery out for their releafement, and the bufi- 
nefs, at length, has been effeéted. And let us not, faid 
he, attend to our diftrefled citizens, in one part only, but in 
all parts of the world. Let us not, faid he, be too nice 
about evidence. ‘Thefe men are generally ignorant, and ¢an- 
not give the neceffary information ; he though t, however, 
they had information fufficient for legiflating upon in the 
prefent cafe. He hoped, therefore, the report would not 
be recommitted, ufiti! the committce had difcufled the bu- 
unels. 


Mr. Tracy (Connecticut) believed that every member 
in that Houfe felt the propriety of extending the benefit 
of the laws to every clafs of citizens, and to none more 
than to American feamen. Some members feemed to 


fuppote that the diftrefies of American feamen have been 
looked upon with apathy, but if due attention had been paid 
to the efforts of government, it would have been feen that 
they had alw iys been duly attended to. It as wel! known 
that great difiiculties arit when it is attempted to diftin- 
gpuith between £n and American feamen. ‘This has 
been the reaion in mple regulations have not always 
taken place. He hoped the government would be popu- 
lar, and that the new members in the Houfe weuld ait 
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government ought not to be charged with apathy. without 


paying due attention to what government had done. 


Mr. Tracy proceeded to take notice of the refolutions 
propofed in the report. He enquired what good the agent 
to be fent to Great Britain would do. Are there feam “ 
faid he, employed but at one place? Had not the United 
States Ce nfuls at every port, and can they not do the bu- 


fineis? Te withed for information on the fubje@t. 4 
grvat part of the feamen were foreigners, he faid, and it 
would be very diilicult to feparate them. If the plan pro- 
poted, however, could es m de to appear to be beneficial, 


he would heartily join in effecting the defired relief to the 


Wy Pine 11 2 
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Mr. Goopuue (Maflachufetts) faid the member from 
New York, on bri in, ging forward this bufinefs, had ch: rg 
ed government with looking upon the diftreffes of rd 
‘ican feamen with apathy, and blufbed on account of its 
conduct towards them. He reprefented, he believed, 
twenty times the number of American Races that that 
gentleman reprefented ; he was himfelf, indeed, formerly 
a feaman; yet he did not believe the evil complained of 
exifled to any alarming degree. Mr. Cutting, it had been 
faid, had relieved many feamen ; that it was in the year 
179 Lait fummer the Britifh took many veflels bound 
to France but they did not take the crews. ‘There were 
fome init: InCeS, he faid, in which feamen had been imprel- 
ed, and he fhould be in favour of every ueceilary it 
afford them relief ;.but no obloquy fhould be throw: 
government. Neither does the evil exift to the extent 
might have been fuppofed, when the bulineis was brought 
forward. A meniber from Pennfylvania had mentioned 
a particular inftance: he could mention a particul 
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ftunce of a French captain who had fo ilktreated fon 
American feamen, as to be cafhiered, on a reprefentation 
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evils, which the propofitions were calculated to remedy. 
He entertained a belief that the eels of American 
feamen, particularly on board of Britifh fhips of war, 
was a matter of too great notoriety, to need any evidence 
at this time. But the member from South Caro! lina, who 
manifeited the moft zealous oppofition to thele meafures, 

had admitted that there had exifted inflances of this fort, 

and as it muft follow that what had once exifted might 
igain exift, it behoved Congrefs to make provifions tend- 
ing to prevent, or at leaft moft {peedily and efhcacioufly to 
remedy them. 


Mr Daye ym declared that he heartily approved the ob- 

ject of the refolution, as originally propofed by the mem- 
ber from New York, and the general principles of the re- 
port founded thereon, as a queftion of humanity, and of 
great national policy. It was, however, with pain that 
he heard the worthy mover draw into unfavourable que- 
ition, the conduct of the Secretary of State, and indulge 
himfelf in fome fevere reflections and imputations upon 
that officer. Mr. Dayton afcribed it to an irritability, and 
perhaps an honeft irritabi ility, upon this fubject fo affea- 
ing and interefting to Americans. He aicribed it to a 
warmth of temper in which, in this particular cafe, the 
cooler judgment of that gentleman, and the knowledge of 
the real character and conduct of the Secretary of State 
had no agency or influence. ‘The expreflions which had 
been uttered by fome gentlemen in the courfe of the dif- 
cuffion tending to charge our government with a criminal 
apathy and indifference towards this defcription of citizens, 
did by no means, Mr. Dayton faid, meet with his appro- 
bation. He believed them to be unfounded, for he was 
perfuaded that whenever it heard, it did whatever it could 
to relieve the feamen of the United States, and to obtain 
for thofe who unfortunately needed\it, complete redrets. 
Having faid thus much in vindication of the conduét of 
the government he returned to the refolution itfelf, and 
leclared | seo its advocate. It contained neith: rin its 
words nor {pirit, any imputation upon the Executive, of 
the iort hinted at. ; 
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In the former cafe, eve ry. one mu{t perceive it more 
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from our government, an American citi- 
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in endeavouring to form a plan for the relic: of Ameri 


feamen. It has been afked why the Confuls were not 

entrufted with this bufinefs; the committe 
a oe m 1 * ; 

asthe Confa!'s of the United States receives 


° . ° . " * * . ; ¥ 
sence for their fervices, than the dignity and coniequence 


1 no other recom- 


| 

which .their office gives them, they would not be likely 
to pay fufficient attention to a bufinets of this kind. ‘They 
confidered the immenfe labour of Mr. Cutting to delive 


the imprefied American feamen. ‘They fuppoied, there- 


fore, if the duty were laid unon the Coniuls, a ! 
" 2 a , . ~ . , . . 
fhould be annexed to their oiuce ! but, as there is no Con- 


ful in the Weft Indies, a fpecial agent fhould be appoint- 


ed.—In order to bring a view of theb ulin before the 
Houfe, he would atk, how relief is to be afiorded ¢ 

feaman who has been impreffed ? Suppole he is feized in 
London, he is fent down to Portimeuth. Che acent mutt 
attend immediately, get certificates, pay fees of office, 
employ council, &c. to releafe a fing feaman; a trouble 
he believed no Conful would take. ‘The « mmittee fur- 


poted that the folemnity of commiflioning an agent efpeci- 


. " ce - tw . 
aliy on the puineis, would convince foreig quers that 
they would no longer fuffer the Briti/>, or others, to exer- 
4 ‘ . A/ 


cife that power over American feamen which they them- 
felyes could not exercife. It is to be hoped, lio, that 
when the government of Great Britain fees a fep of t! 
fort taken, it will give up the practice of fering Amer! 
feamen, and let them pafs in quietne(s. Tf not, thea 
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fpeCting the fame. ‘This confideration influenced the 


committee, and he trufted it would imfluence the Houfe. 


Mr. - SmitH (Maryland) faid that’ as the ey 
from South Carolina hl called upon gentlemen’ from fe 
ports for evidence, if they were ae it would be fap. 
i i no infe rmation could sie on the fubjeét under 
diicufhon. He fuppofed he fhould be pre sandal from giv- 
iny this information now, becaufe the amendment of tl 
firit refolution was under confideration. . [The Houfe cal- 


» 


led fon information. ] He faid he repre _— a port where 
the fact of American feamen being imprefled by the Brit- 
was fo notorious, that every man knew it. ‘But how, 
faid he, is this information to be got and tranimitted to 
the Secretary of State, no complaint is likely to reach his 
oilice, except brought there by merchants. In his own 
trade, he had frequent inftances of this fort, almoft in 
every voyage. He could not fay the men imp reff d« avere ala 
qWways Ameri ‘ans, out they were men failing under the authori- 
ty of the United ‘Seat es. We havea fiag, under that flag 
men are feized, and they have a right to expect, when 
feized, redrefs from government, There is no difference 
between Britifh and Algerines, for, by the former, they 
are compelled to fight againtt thofe whom they wih well, 
which is egual to any flavery that can be impofed. He faid, 
that from one of his fhips there were two New-England 
men imprefled; one of whom being a ftout, courageous 
man, withed to have defended himfelf againit his affai- 
lants; but the fupercargo faid, no, this will rifk the car- 
go of the owner. The advice he gave, fuppofing govern- 


ment would afford thefe men relief. 


If the member from South Carolina withed for fuch in- 


formati n as would be received before a court of Judwature, it 


could not be got. Mr. Smith thought fufhcient attention 
had not been paid by government to merchants and feamen. 
Mr Jay, in his communication to Lord Grenville fays, an 
imprefiment of American feamen had taken place, who 
had been forced to fight, &c. If this had not been fo, it 
had not been written by Mr. Jay, nor would Lord Gren- 
ville have promifed relief, He hoped this information 
would be the ught fufficient. + 
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ican citizens; but it hac 
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No, this marked the different character of the two nations 


t ywards the Americans. 


Mr. Swanwicx tofe to inform the houfe that fince | 
was in his place yefterday, he had been called upon with 
evidence on the fubject now before the committee, im 
confequence of the call made for it in the courfe of the 
debate. The inftances he had given to him were, the cafe 
of Robert Norris a native of Princeton in New-Jerfey, 
and five others who failed on board the American. brig 
Matilda, captain Burke, from Philadelphia, which failed 
trom ‘this port’in May laft, for Bourdeaux, and were on 
the gth of july, brought to by four Britith frigates, for- 
cibly taken into the vetlel, imprefled and compelled to go 
and ferve on board one of the faid frigates called the Stag, 


ey y= pi “ening Oty tig a 
where they ferved fou mot ths, when the faid Robert 


yondag fhe other initance was the brig Sally. captain 


Norris made his ef ape from the frigate at Shee rneis, at 
' a . J . , 3 . a -_ 
the rifk of his life, and returned in January lait to the 
United States. His companions he believes are yet in 
, , . 
i 
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the Rattle Snake floop of war, captain York, end 
‘ 


) 
, s/ . od . , - ** 
the mate (a ratrve'of Scotland’, but who had faik 


ny sears cut of the United States) and one of the bef 
feamen (an American) taken out. ‘They were carried to 
Hallifax, from whence the fore-maft man made his efcape 
ond arrived here the beginning of July. Before they ar- 
rived at Hallifax, he informs, that t fifteen men were taken 
eut of American vefie!s.—Mr. Swanwick read alfo an ac- 
count from an owner of feveral other impreffinents. 


Mr. Srpewicr (Maffachufitts) faid, he was yeflerdoy 
mrevented from atten tine the Houfe by indifpofition. 
fubject ftruck his mind, he faid, in feveral points of view 
which had not been noticed. He was furprized why the 
bufinefs was undertaken tn the w ay it was. No defcrip- 
tion of men, he faid, were more entitled to régard than 
feamen; but this did not reconcile the adoption of the 


fubject in the manner propoft ed. The executive, he was 


tfe iad 7° 


of opinion, \ would confider itf lf as charged with this 
bufinefs. An agent who ts neither conful nor minifter, 


is an inffrument unknown, 2v undefined character that 
‘ould not be recognized. It was impofhble, he faid, for 
any two agents, one,in Great Britain and the other r inthe 
Weft-Indi s, to gain information of the fufferings of fe- 
men in different parts of the two countries, particularly 

1 Great Britain. ie called upon gentlemen to fay whe- 
ther they had ever heard of fuch a character as they were 
propofing to create? He faid America had confuls in 
every part of the world, and if they have not, they ought 
to have falaries for the bufinefs. Why appoint agent gs? 
and what authority will they have ? 


Ww 
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Mr. Sepcwicx roticed the different kinds of Ameri- 
ane © vemnen ¥ of the difhiculfies ‘arth , Bis? Diane 
ean citizens, and of the difficulties arifing from the doc- 
trine of inalienable right fu pported by the Englifh, and 
obferved that when two countries each claim a right t 
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man no means but force was left to decide between them. 
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the refoiution. wes amendcc, and a iciect committee 


ordered to prepare a bill. The fubftance of which in. the 
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Now, extraorc “ ary as it may feem, and muc! 


as the re der may be difappointed, I mutt abfolute. 
ly decline making a fingle remarks on this debate. I 
would, however, recommend it to him, to give it 
an attentive e perufal alter which, by way of recre- 
ation, he'may read the following dia! ogue. 


LEGISLATIVE WRANGLING 


) ) 
a la mo @ Paris. 





ee pggk failing under the fanc- 
have been violently forced 
ior, cruelly torn from their 
dear wives and {mulling babes, and ignominioufly 


o gp 
fcourged for aflerting their privileges as citizens! 


The country to which they looked for relief has re- 
carded their fu 
gaTacc kasvab 2 7 


ufferings with apathy and indifference. 
Three long, long years we have beheld their whip- 
pings and heard their lamentable cries ; Yet for 
three long, long years we have been filent {pec- 
tators of the dilgracetul fcene! We have be run 2 
compact with their oppreflors, in which thefe poor 
lear fellows look with longing eyes in vain for one 
little tiny article, one ray of hope} I blufh, that an 


5 
A——<can Minifter could be gu:/ty of this difgraceful 
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for his model. he piece will certainly do us ho- 
nour; but, it feems to be incomplete without a 
chorus to throw light on fome parts of it, that in par- 
ticular where he {peaks of dblu/bing; and, as I have 
a few vertes in my hand, which are not quite foreign 
to this fubject, Y beg leave to read them. 


* « Tn fhort to run the L.... ftonian round, 
Where ev’ry trick of knavery is found. 
«© Clofe at his heels trots coufin Peter R. 
And M » a younger, feebler ftar. 
I'wo hopeful brothers of a hopeful breed, 
‘ ‘Two thrifty plants of well approved feed, 
“ Who long have tried, dy arts and meafures bofe, 
‘ To lift from fiith the remnant of their race ; 
A race fo funk, by habit fo deprav’d, 
“ So long by vice and infamy enilav’d ; 
« So weak, fo haughty, pompous, proud and mean, 
« Indeed fo black, fo thameful and obicene, 
an nought bur ftrength omnipotent can fave 
Their name deep finking i in oblivion’s wave.” 





is 


Charity begins at home, fays the old proverb ; 
and fo ought blufbing, Mr Chairman. One would 


‘ 


think, that a man to whom lines like thefe apply, 
need lend his cheek to blufh for nobody, and par- 
- ot « 1 oinine . > KT r “y i. 
ticularly for the governor of N— Y—k, one of the 
brigh teft characters in this, or 


any country. 
There is more wiidom, more honefty, more real 
patriotifm in one curl, nay in one fingle hair of a 
}- -y’s wig, tran in ail the fkulls of all the L 


trom the cays of St. Patrick down to the p velenit 
si0UTr. 
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Mr. L I fee the gentleman is a little net- 
tled. The Houfe know too well the value of what 
he advances to forma wrong eftimate of it. I fhall 
let him fling his dirt ; thank heaven, it cannot {oil 
my character. 





Peter Porcupine. True, Sir; nor is it fo malicious 
to fling dirt, as to fling /fomes. I defy any one to 


fay, that I, or any of my family or friends, ever 


flung ftones, in order to knock out the brains of 
aman, whofe arguments I was afraid to hear, be- 
caule I knew them to be irrefiftible. The treat- 
ment of Mr. H—ton is a ftain, an everlafting ftain 
on the city of N— Y—k. I do not fcruple to fay, 
without difparagement to a crowd of worthily cele- 
brated men of whom this country may boaft, that, 
after General Wafhington, this man has sendered 
it the moft effential fervices; this very man whom 
a gang of foreign ruffians were hired to difpatch. 
Had one of the miffiles hurled from their infamous 
hands ftruck him on the temple, you might have 
had the pleafure of feeing him expire at your feet, 
while we fhould have mourned the irreparable lofs. 
Were I to draw your character, Sir, and place it by 
the fide of that of Mr. H—ton; then you would 
have reafon to blufh indeed, a die ten thoufand 
times deeper than crimfon would become your 


jaundiced cheek, 


Mr. S——— The gentleman laft up feems to have 
loft fight of the queftion altogether. One would 
think he was contemplating protection to Mr. H— 
ton inftead of A——can feamen. I fhall endea- 
your to bring him back to the fubject before the 
committee, reminding him, at the fame time, that 
fuch perfonalities as he deals about him are very 
derogatory of the dignity of this Houle. 
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I am aftonifhed that proofs of impreflments are 
called for. When we heard of A can feamen 
being prifoners in Algiers, no evidence was required 





wit h reipect to numbers. “The united exertions of 


the whole A——can people feemed to cry out for 
their releafement. Let us not be too nice about evi- 
dence. ‘Thefe men are ignorant, and cannot give 
the neceflary information. 


Peter Porcupine. Mr. Chairman, I thank the gen. 
tleman for his hint about perfonalities ; but he will 
allow, that I am as excufable as Mr L——, who 

talked about the /hamefiul, guilty, and diferacefid 
conduct of a moft upright pub lic Mit nifter. I may 
not have the mellifluent eloquence of the gentleman 
laft up: I know I am a rough-hewn mortal } but, 
as I am dpeaking to men, and not to an affemb ly of 
little miffes, the*want ‘of that gentleman’s filver lifp 
may not amount toa total diiqualification. 


I fhall now turn to what:the gentleman has ad- 
vanced on the fubject before us.—He begs us ** not 
“ “to be 100 mice about evidence.” | This is going a 
ftep beyond the Revolutionary Tribuna | of Paris. 
There the accufer is heard, ‘and if the j jury are fa- 
tisfied of the guilt of the prifoner, 10 evidence is 
Lowel 4 his lofonry Thi | _. sae dha 
Heard in is defence. us is not eing Over Nice 5 
but we are required to be {flill lefs Sori The mer- 
ciful French hear the witnefles again/? the prifoi ner 
at any rate; but we are called UDO mi to: give our 
verdict, “nee he aring any at t all; poor unfortu- 
nate Great Britain is to be condemned upon the 
haa oe mip nt One af —_ Cs. oneal "V) | e ~ciife 
Dare INnaeti Lt. ne comes fo Hward am accilles 
her; fhe holds up her feeble ciated hand, and 
pleads, Nor CUTE, my Tirds Some of us 
with. to hear what can be urged againft her; but 
the gentlemen tell us not to be too ‘nice about evi- 
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dence ; that fhe is a notorious offender ; that * « 

‘* ry man & it, thouch no one can give reeu/lar 
ot ripor me ) O1 it,” an I, in fhort, that fhe yucht 
to have been annihilated long ago. | In vain do we, 
ke Pontius Pilate,:afk, for what; {till they cry 


4 . - / « 
with one voice: Let her be crucified! Let her be 
yy ere fe ! Ms o4 7 ] 
crucified !—And, is it thus we treat our poor old 


mother in the hour of her diftrefs ? 

The gentleman produces, as a fufficient réafon 
for our not being too nice, the great ** ignorance ol 
the citizens imprefled.”? And, do I hear this lan- 
cuage from Mr. S——kr Is it poflible for the 
people to be ignorant while under the rays of this 


f 


tocus of fcience? Do I live, Mr. Chairman, to 
hear the words ignorance and citizens articulated in 
the fame breath? How long, Sir, have our ears 
been dinned with, an informed people, an enlighten- 
ed people ; with the deftruction of fuperftition and 
prejudice, and the luminous clofe of the ei 


santineuw P ] ; — s tald hat _ 
century! And, fhall we now be tol 1, ,tnat i 
citizens are ignorant? That they are fuch ftupid 

4 


brutes as not to be able to give an account O1 


: at R {1} } ami a . C ehoire anny 
what has betallen them! not even OF tnel!l inp l- 


. 


foniments and their {tripes? 


1 ¥ Le = Pt 


But, Mr. S—k, alter two or tnrcee aays Ciil- 
gent fearch, brings us fomething like an account 
of fome men imprefled from a veflel of Sis ewn, and 


this, he infifts, is evidence enough for any reaion- 
' 


able man. Thus, when a failor can be brought to 
fay, that he has been impreffed and fcourged, he is 


a -< pS . | } i . 
an eniighted citizen; but when he can , heisa 
he) . et . - =k. . 

; - ” ‘ 4 ot ’ 6s ; ‘ “oT hKle - ‘ .¢ x 
poor ignorant Cevii, mot Capaboie ol giving ti 
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‘ neceflary information. 

The gentleman told us fomething about A/eiers, 
An _— | — . of —— _ ore 
and. though I cannot tor my foul preceive wi 
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Algiers was dragged into the debate, I look upon 
my" felf as entitled to fay a word or two in reply. 
The united exertions,” fays he, ‘* of the whole 
cia can people feemed to cry out for the re- 
* leafement of the prifoners in Algiers,” I believe, 
Sir, that the people in general were much afleded 
with the fate of thofe unfortunate men, and that, 
had proper meafures been taken to call their feel- 
ings into action, the prifoners would long ago have 
been reftored to their families and country, with- 
out the interpofition of government; but, no one 
will deny, that thefe meafures fhould have originat- 
ed with the merchants; that the example thould 
have been given, and, indeed, the greateit part of 
the money beftowed by themielves. ,, Was this the 
cafe; ‘rhey.did, indeed, “ cry out ;” they might, 
for ought I know, make fervent applications to 
heaven; but the applications to their purfes, which 
had been filled by the toil and hardfhips of thefe 
poor feilows, -were very faint and ineffectual. A 
fub: cript tion was opened in this city, Mr. S-——k 
was himfelf one of the receivers, and J now call 
upon hima to fay, how much his brethren fubfcrib- 
ed, amd how much he fublesibed himielf. I call 
upon him to fay, whether a company of foreign 
ployers, yea, even Englith players, did not fubfcribe 
niore than all the merchants of this great, rich and 
flourifaing city !—Here was “ apathy and indiffer- 
“ ence,” indeed! Here Mr. L might have 
{een reafon to ** blufh for a difgraceful omiffion !” 








I am not forry that the little gentleman beftowed 
a fer w of his filver founds on the flaves in Algiers, 
as it furnifhes me with an opportunity of comparing 
the conduct of the friends of the refolution towards 
thoie men, and that which they now hold towards 
feamen imprefled by the Englith. The flaves ip 
Algiers could have been at any time ranfomed, and 
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One 
lat. 
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it, 
fo 
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ry 


we well know, 
The feamen imprefled are indefinite ; we know not 
who or where they are; all we know about them, 
is, that they are all, or nearly fo, fubjects of the 


king of Great Britain. 


fo deeply 

fifferings of thele fubjects of His Britannic Majetty, 
while they 
zens? 
Chairman, 
The imprefiinent of Briti/h feamen by the Britith 
forms a 
mea! 


to a war; 
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that they were ai/ real A. Cans. 





Now, how comes it, that 
and are 


thefe gentlemen fhow fuch amazing ze al, 
ly call the 


to uched with what they grave 


{} how fuc hi indifference for our own citi- 
‘This feems totally unacce untable, yet, Mr. 
] think I can explain it ina few words. 


fubject of oppofition to the treaty ; any 
eafures taken to refiit that imprefiment may lead 
the expence attending the agents feat out 
will come from the public purie, and not from 
the purfe of thefe gentlemen. None of thefe weigh- 
ty reafons exifted with refpect to the flaves in AL 
and therefore, they might have remained 
there, ’till they had rotte d in their chains, had not 
that government which thefe fticklers for humanity 
now accufe of apathy and indifference, been much 


giers, 


more vigilant and humane than the. 


I have much more to fay on this fubje&, Sir; 
but as the hour of Turkey and Madeira is at hand, 
I fit down, in order to give the Houfe an opportu- 


nity of adjourning. 
(To be concluded in the Cenfor for April.) 
NARRATIVE 


Of the Suicide of the Argus of New York. 
the ats arifing from folly, wickednefs, ar de« 
fpair, that f Suicide is bett caleulatéd to awaken curio- 
fity. It is fo hard to be accounted for from the commen evils 
ineident to life, and is fuch a direét violation of the firft law of 
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nature, that'a man muit pofiefs an extraordinary degree of fto- 
icifm, not to feel fome inclination to be informed of the caufe. 
For my part, I felt this inclination fo forcibly, upon hearing 
of the fate of the renowned Argus, that I could not reft, till 
had obtained a circumftantial account of the whole affair. I 
truft, it is unneceflary to fay how my brealt has been wrung 
by this melancholy relation; neverthelefs , I fhould net think 
that I difcharged my duty as Cenfi r, did I ne elect to impart 
it to my readers. 
Mac way of preface to this Narrative, it may not be amifs to 
ive fome account of the wonderful two-legved creature who 


18 oh fubject of it. 
His name indicates that he has a hundred eyes, which is.a 
teal fa&. Thefe eyes. like thofe of the beaft in the vifion, 


are divided between his fore and hinder parts; but, in other 
refpects, they refemble thofe of the Lamper Eel: that is, they 
emit filth and noxious matter in place of admitting li ight 5 or, 
in other words, they anfwer none of the ufeful purpofes of this 
organ in other animals. He is extremely vindictive and fero- 
cious, and, though his ftupid eyes are too dim to wound in 
the manner of the baffilifk, yet, when he has no other means 
of vengeance left, he drops tears that fcald and burn hike agua 
ortis 

Thefe qualities could not fail to recommend him to the grea 
Citizen G t, of feditious and infolent memory. He very 
foon became the Citizen’s chief favourite, and is fuppofed to 
have drank deeply at the foun tain of his largeffes. From mo- 
tives of gratitude, therefore, he was defperately attached to the 
caufe of the French Republic. He has written, fworn, and 
lied in ‘that caufe ; and, of all the tools of faction, has, per- 
haps, been the moft fteady to his truft. He has chanted the 
Marfeillois Hymn, and celebrated all the fuccefsful maffacres 
of his benefaétors, with that kind of favage joy that animates 
the ravages of beafts of prey. 

But, alas! how tranfitory are all fublunary things! © The 





difgraceful defeats, or to ufe their own expreffion, “ the /it/e 
“* fuccefs,” of his mafters, during the laft canapa ign, plunged 


him into a ftate of deje¢ tion, from which he was only railed to 
be funk over head and ears in defpair. my all many other cha- 
ritable patri iots, he was buoyed up by the hope of a rebellion, 
or, to give it the fafhionable term, of a revol ution, in Great 
sritain; and this event was reduced to a certainty a the ac- 
count concerning the Sedition Bills, which our induftrious and 
faithful and impartial news-mongers {pread through the country. 
This, then, was the rock of our Afeus’s hope : fill, how- 
he had his doubts and his fearss/ and; thefe were left to 
Ru€tuate during the wide chafimia our forcign intelligence. No- 
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thine torments and harraffes tl 


Argus became penfiy 
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George, or Citizen Guelph, 
On Wednefday, the f 


arter ix in the morning, |! 
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ot 1 1: x 
in his hand, walking on the bat 
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then fer 
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left hand was all 
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to the beach. 


been thrown up by 
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‘our inches of it, 


mind hike fir . "T"} . 
re mind like help nee. ‘The poor 


incholy, was often feen to ftop 


and heard to anes incoherent ex- 


Bills and Pitt and King 


called him le 


March 
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a about a quarter 
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; perceived, with ai ying rlais 


ttery oppo fite the port. He 
id clap the re to one of his eyes, 
other evident 

At laft, turning himfelf towards 
pe to his fhoulder, as if it were a 
otion to fire, uttered 2 loud cry 
Two labourers, who had viewed 
it of him. One of them haften- 
| the poor diftratted wretch be- 
the tide. His 
telefcope was reduced 
which he fill gri- 

being hed whi it was the matter: 
man, ** Look, 
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no pity! 
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loody hz Li id to the ; 
blsod of Pitt: no pity! 
¢ 
all their throats !”’ 


came up, and the two together, 


rfon, made fhift to get him home, 


effected, however 


as he conceived himfelf going tc 
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this was not m 
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7 
r a voyage to Botany Bay, tn 


that he did not make uwfe of; or 


is not a mean of annoyance 
in execration that he did net vomit forth. 
rr a ’ 
When he was put to bed, he fwore he was on a rack a 
million times crueler thai that of Damien. “ Rafcals,’”’ fays 
“he, “I have only killed minifter. I have only done my 
“ duty ‘ven and a patriot.” Thefe ravings continued 
henh havi heen conidully 
to I two . which, having been coplouLy 
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fays he, with a voice and look that feared the whole crew, 
“ Well, rafcals, you are come at lait. Tell me this moment ; 
“ are the Bills paiied.””"—The Captain anfwered yes. “ What!” 
fays the raving Argus, “ the Bills paffed, and no Revolution !” 
None, fay the captain.— What! the Englifh are not cutting 
one anothers’ throats yet !”—No, {ays the humane tarpawling, 
more is the pity ; but let us hope, for the lave of God that they will 
begin foon.—This charitable informant had hardly done fpeaking, 
when our poor unfortunate friend made an attempt to throw 
himfelf over the quarter deck. Being prevented here, he af- 
fumed a placid mein, pretended he was only ina joke, though it 
was evident to every one, he was but too much in earneft. 
Soon after this he flipped from among the crowd (which was 
gery confiderable on account. of the great news that was ex- 
pected) and got away on the forecaftle, where he was prepa. 
ing to hang himfelf. He had even got the cord round his 
neck, when he was perceived by a man upon thie yards. His 
intentions were now fo manifelt, that it would have been down- 
right inhumanity to neglect him any longer. He was condué- 
ed home by fome of the citizens, and put under the care of 
his own people, 

Arrived once more at his home, he feems t have been re- 
folved to defer the execution of his defperate d. izn no longer. 
He diffembled, however; talked very conneciedly ; enquired 
whether the paper was nearly compofed or not, and even fat 
down and took his pen under pretence of writing an article of 
news. By thefe means he prevailed on his people to leave him 
alone ; two of them, however, thought it prudent to remain 
at the head of the flairs, in order to be at hand, thould he 
make any attempt on his life. Their fufpicious were but too 
well founded; for, at the end of half an hour’s dead filence, 
they heard him utter a moft dreadful groan, and, prefently after, 
fall on the floor. They attempted to force the door, but it was 
too fecurely faftened. They then applied to the wainfcot, and, 
at laft, made an opening, when, fhocking to relate! they found 
their dear mafter weltering in his blood, his throat being cut 
nearly acrofs. A furgeon was inftantly called, and every affitt- 
ance given; but, I am forry to add, that, when this morning's 
poft came away, there was little hope of recovery. 

The interval between his entering his appartment and the per- 
pretation of the liorrid deed, was, it feems, employed in writing 
a farewell letter souhis Sifter and ouly relation, the durora of 
Philadelphia. I am promifed a copy of this letter, which, if 
obtained, ‘hall find a place in the next Cen/ir. 

It is faid, with whattruth I do not pretend to afcertain, that 
the inftrument with whiehithe fatal gath was given, was one of 
the long coufgaux, employed tthe prifons of Paris, and was a 
keep-fake from a very intimate friend now in France. 
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